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REVIEW 


Christian Stewardship Places God First 
THEREFORE, I BELIEVE 
That God is the Creator and hence the only Owner of all life and of all things. 


That I am His steward and must account for all that I am and have. 


That God requires the First Fruits of income as the earnest of the whole life, to be dedicated to 
Him and offered in weekly worship. 


That all the rest—what is spent and what is salvaged, together with time, talent and strength— 
are to be administered for the glory of God and the service of mankind. 


That the controlling motive of my life as God’s steward must be His law of love. 


,) “All the streams of blessing we enjoy flow from the foun- 
"°D) tain of divine goodness; hence all the good we have C-. 


ought to be borne back again into the ocean of divine love.” 
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CALENDAR 


1937 


AN INDISPENSABLE CALENDAR 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN HOME 


1937 


Church 


Year 


For Each Weekday 
there is a choice Bible 
verse serving as a memo- 
ry gem, or guide in daily 
Christian living, or as 
stimulus to family devo- 
tions. The appointed les- 
sons and colors for the 
Church Year are _ indi- 
cated for Sundays and 
festivals. 


Large black figures 
are used for weekday 
dates while Sundays and 
major festivals and holi- 
days are emphasized in 
red. Monthly moon phases 
are indicated. 


Familiar Bible pic- 
tures in six colors are 
used for the cover page 
and for the calendar pages. 
They make the calendar 
beautiful as well as useful. 


The twelve calendar 
pages with cover are 
bound together at the top 
with a metal binder, with 
cord for hanging. 


SUGGESTIONS 


Arrange At Once for some organization or individual to under- 
take the sale of this calendar. 

Make An Early Start. The best time is right now. A single 
copy put on display, advertising with whom orders may be placed, 
will help to create a demand and interest prior to a sales campaign. 

_ Include Your Community in your sales campaign as many others 
besides your members will appreciate having this superior Scripture 
Verse Calendar brought to their attention. 

Arrangements should be made in every congregation for some 
members or organization to undertake the sale of this calendar. No 
other money-raising plan of this nature equals it in dignity, in 
satisfaction to purchasers, in pleasure to those engaged in its sale 
and profits that result. 


PRICES ; 
To Churches or Representatives 


(The last column is of special interest) 


r 


Number Cost Sell Profits 
5 $1.25 $1.50 $0.25 

10 2.30 3.00 .70 

25 Sez 7.50 2.25 
50 9.00 15.00 6.00 
100 17.00 30.00 13.00 
200 32.00 60.00 28.00 
300 45.00 90.00 45.00 
500 70.00 150.00 80.00 


The Calendar Retails at 30 cents 


TERMS—Cash within thirty days after shi idi 
ERI pment rovidin 
order is signed by a pastor or officer of an organization. Prakepen 
tion extra on quantities of 200 and over. Calendars are not returnable. 


The United Lutheran Publication House 


1228-1234 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Let Us 


A Retrospect ~- Today—Our Obligations. 


we Thanks 


Thank ful unto God the Father for all things 


always, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 


OR us, .this has been a year devoted to the 
ail strengthening of our devotional life, and it seems 

extremely fitting, that, just at this time of pause 
and retrospection, we should again be called upon by 
our national and religious leaders to gather ourselves 
together in our Churches to give thanks to God. 

On all too many sides we hear much more of com- 
plaint and murmuring against God instead of thanks- 
giving. We seem to think that we have nothing to be 
thankful for, We speak of depression, drought, financial 
losses, lack of employment, low prices and high living 
costs, and we greet the admonition to zive thanks with 
a cynical “What for?” 

While we were engaged in the home mission work in 
the South some years ago we were permitted to be fre- 
quent guests of a family with a chubby youngster about 
four years old, who, like many other little boys, did not 
like vegetables. On one occasion during the father’s 
absence, the mother prepared a simple but wholesome 
vegetable dinner. When she told the little fellow to re- 
turn thanks, he looked at his plate with a scowl and said: 
“What for, for that drass?” 

Ts it not true that even we who are grown have in 
the past often despised the good gifts of God, or received 
them without ever thinking of the Giver, much less 
returning thanks for them? Some of us are learning for 
the first time in our lives what a precious thing water 
really is. We have watched with heavy hearts day after 
day for the sign of a cloud, while temperatures soared 
till the heat became intolerable for man and beast, even 
in these northern areas. We have seen the seed which 
we bought with our last dollars die in the earth for want 
of water. We have watched with bleeding hearts our 
pastures burn up, our wells go dry, and the cattle which 
we tended with such care grow thin and die for want 
of common things like grass and water. We feel sure 
that never again as long as we live will we regard such 
blessings as trivial and commonplace. We have learned 
to greet every shower with a song of praise; the sight of 
a green pasture reminds us of the Shepherd Psalm, and 
we have learned that it is the Lord who must feed us, 
and without His blessings all our thrift and industry 
are in vain. 

Perhaps we, had to be reminded of this fact. Many 
of us had forgotten it. Sometimes we feel that we of the 
countryside have been especially ungrateful. Unless we 
received a bumper crop, we were sure we were headed 
for the poorhouse, and if we did have an unusual harvest, 
the prices were too low! We were all much like a 
farmer of whom I once heard. No matter how favorable 
the crops or prices might be, this man found some 
cause for complaint. Even his neighbors who knew 
him became disgusted with him. Then came a year 
when all things were ideal, Corn, wheat, small grain 
and truck—all yielded abundantly. His flocks and 
herds increased and were free from disease. Prices were 
good, and even the weather was all that this man could 
wish. Asked one day by one of his neighbors, whether he 


didn‘t consider this an unusually fine year on the farm, 
he grudgingly replied: “Well, I guess it’s pretty good, 
but a crop like this is hard on the land!” 

No doubt this sounds exaggerated, but it certainly 
is true that even in the days of our greatest prosperity 
most of us found something to complain about, especially 
when we were asked to build the Kingdom of God. 


And yet when calamities overtake us, we have the 
nerve to ask: “Why does God let such things happen?” 
If we would have the help and support of God in days 
that are dark and dreary, we must first have found Him 
in the days when His face smiled upon us. Let us not 
murmur against God, but rather against our own sin of 
ingratitude and lack of willingness to serve in His King- 
dom, and to share with others the bounty which He so 
lavishly bestowed upon us. Would that Thanks- 
giving Day might be a day of true repentance and 
prayer, and if it were that, it would most certainly be- 
come in the fullest sense of the word a real day of 
thanksgiving. 


this 


For we still have many things to be thankful for. 
We have a government which makes every effort to help 
us solve our problems. Every effort is being made to 
help us get a fair price for the cattle which we must 
sell. We are protected against those who would enrich 
themselves through our misfortune. We are being taught 
how to conserve our natural resources, how to keep the 
wind from blowing our farms away. We are given aid 
so that the farms for which we and our fathers labored 
in the sweat of our brow, may not be taken from us 
by the Shylocks and Scrooges of our days. 


The influence of the Church and the things it stands 
for, are daily raising up fearless men and women in all 
walks of life, who have the courage to demand for every 
man the right to work and to receive a reasonable wage. 
There are men who dare to condemn the mass-murder 
called war. Above all things, we still have the Church 
of Jesus Christ to whose teaching and preaching we owe 
the courage and eloquence of these champions of right- 
eousness in all walks of life. And if we would have ever 
greater cause for thanksgiving, let us first seek the 
Kingdom of God. 

Suppose we should show our gratitude and resolve 
that henceforth our Church should raise its Synodical 
budget regardless of drought or any other catastrophe. 
Suppose we should show our gratitude for the many 
temporal and spiritual blessings still left, by wiping out 
our denominational debt *before another Thanksgiving 
Day rolls around. Just suppose that we could all make 
up our minds that the Sabbath Day would find us and 
our families in the House of God. I am sure if we did- 
all this, “all these things would be added unto us.” And 
if after considering all these things you still can find no 
cause for Thanksgiving, all I can say with one of our 
American poets, is: 

“Just kneel right down in all the muss, 
And thank the Lord, it ain’t no wuss!” 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


I; The Luther League Werth While? 


Howard L. Logan, President of New York State’s Luther League, Says Yes—Decidedly 


E who are giving the majority of our leisure time 
(Dp to the work of the Luther League believe it is 
while. There are many young people 
today who feel it is not. Others are uncertain be- 
cause they have never belonged to a Luther League. 
There are many pastors who believe the Luther League 
is worth while, and we thank God for these men, Then 
there are others who feel that it has no value or place 
in the Church of today. 

How are the young people who know absolutely 
nothing about the Luther League going to find out about 
the fine work being done by Lutheran youth through 
the Luther League of America? One way is by having 
their pastor inform them of the existence of a Luther 
League. We feel certain that every pastor in the United 
Lutheran Church in America knows that it is the official 
young people's organization of the United Lutheran 
Church in America. We challenge our pastors to become 
better informed concerning the program, projects and 
objectives of the Luther League of America. Then we 
challenge the pastors and young people alike to show us 
a finer group of projects, objectives and programs in any 
other youth organization, With the three objectives that 
our League has adopted any organization would be an 
asset to its Church. What are they? Education, Missions, 
Life Service. In them is contained the whole program 
of the whole Church. To the United Lutheran Church 
we are indebted for the last two objectives: Missions 
and Life Service. 

What does the program of the Luther League con- 
tain? Well, it contains such essential things as Daily 
Bible Reading. Do you know that the Luther League of 
America has joined the Pocket Testament Movement? 
A movement that already includes millions of Christians 
who carry a portion of God’s Word with then: and 
read it daily. Is it worth while to have our youth join- 
ing such a movement and fulfilling the pledge they take 
at the time they become members? 

The Luther League program encourages Sunday 
School and Church attendance. In my own Church I 
have seen that the young people who are most consistent 
in their Church attendance are Leaguers. Many of our 
Leaguers are teachers in the Sunday School. You say 
that they would be attending Church and teaching in 
the Sunday School regardless of the League. I say that 
the Luther League has done much to help, and provides 
an outlet for personal expression, something a teacher 
needs. The program not only urges Church attendance 
but also urges its members to contribute regularly to the 
current expense and benevolences of the Church. Is it 
necessary for us to assist our young people in becoming 
familiar with the financial needs of the Church as well as 
the spiritual? We believe the Luther League has a place 
in the Church. 


worth 


Missions 
Is it worth while to have our youth realize the 
great command of Jesus Christ, “Go ye therefore into all 


nations?” The Luther League is doing just that, “going 
into all nations.” India, Argentina, Puerto Rico, Japan, 
and now China, are all recipients of the generosity of 
Lutheran youth. Some $82,000 have built Churches and 
schools in those countries over a period of ten years. 
While these Leaguers have been contributing to these 
mission projects, they have also been learning about the 
people, religions and opportunities for Christ in these 
countries. The program of the Luther League includes 
mission programs once a month and mission study 
classes. : 

The Luther League awakens the youth to the many 
opportunities for service in their local congregation 
through the Life Service part of our program. The 
Leaguers realize that all of us cannot become mission- 
aries, deaconesses and pastors; that there are many 
small jobs that need to be cared for in the local Church. 
I need not go into the many services Luther Leaguers 
are doing in their Churches. You may be sure that a 
Leaguer is doing every job there is to be done in the 
Church. 

Nearly everyone will agree that the program and 
objectives of the Luther League are very fine. Well then, 
where does the opposition enter in? Finances, of course. 
Money has always caused trouble. Christ was betrayed 
for money. Benedict Arnold almost lost the Revolution- 
ary War for our United States because of money. Are 
the youth of the Lutheran Church losing a wonderful 
chance to experience a Christian feeling of unity one with 
another, because of money? Is the Church of tomorrow 
being hampered from being an educated, mission-minded 
and Life Service-interested Church because of money? 
We sincerely hope not. 

This article was inspired by two statistical reports 
of the Luther League of New York State. For some 
years the Intermediate League of our state has had a 
printed report, and this year the Senior League has 
printed its report also. Like all statistical,reorts, these 
two are not complete but the results they show, we 
believe, are normal. The two reports include some 106 
Senior and Intermediate Luther Leagues with a total 
membership of 2,534. 

Impressive Percentages 

The following are some percentages worked out by 
the Rev. Norman Schlegel, Extension Secretary of the 
Luther League of New York State: 29% of all Luther 
Leaguers reporting are daily Bible readers; many more 
are regular Bible readers. 771%4% are regular Church 
attendants. 714%4% are regular Sunday School attendants. 
82% of the Seniors contribute regularly to current and 
benevolent expenses of their local congregation. 554% 
of the Intermediates (13 to 16 years old) contribute 
regularly to their local Church current and benevolent 
fnuds. 

We believe that these figures show that the Luther 
League is of some value and that the program is helpful 
and vital. We wonder about the youth of the Church 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 
outside the League. How are they supporting their 
Church through attendance and contributions? We sin- 
cerely wish that we might win more young people for the 
Church of Jesus Christ, through the Luther League. 


One of the criticisms often heard concerning the 
Luther League is that by belonging to the larger organ- 
ization, it takes too much money out of the Church. 
The figures compiled from our reports show that for 
every dollar subscribed to the state or national Luther 
League, four dollars went to the local congregation in 
excess of personal contributions through the duplex 
envelopee. The ratio is in favor of the local Church four 
to one. This does not include the contributions for the 
Luther League mission projects. We believe it is worth 
while to have a Luther League that contributes to the 
Church in such a manner. 


Personally, for me, the Luther League has been and 
continues to be a wonderful experience of Christian 
living. The Luther League has many benefits for youth, 
perhaps not in material things but certainly in spiritual 
things. A Luther Leaguer cannot help but learn more 
of his Church, of Saviour, and of himself. The 
Luther League provides the training school the 
leaders of the future Church. And have no fear. the 
consecrated youth of the Lutheran Church of today will 
be ready to take over the reins when our leaders of the 
present relinquish them. We hope that the future leaders 
will be capable as the present leaders of our beloved 
Lutheran Church. We think the Luther League is worth 
while. Do you? 


his 
for 


—THE LUTHERAN 


YOUTH’S PRAYER 

Great God of our fathers, Whose Word has come 
to us through generations and Whom we know through 
Thy Son as we God of love, give us true knowledge of 
Thy majesty, wisdom, might and goodness that we may 
truly reverence Thee and learn to cherish Thy truth. 

Make us thankful for Thy gifts, the world around us, 
our bodies and faculties, the blessings for body and 
mind, and particularly for the knowledge of Thee. 

Enable us to feel Thee near in Thy works, in Thy 
truth and in our very thoughts and all life, that we may 
never know loneliness or helplessness. 

Grant us Thy Spirit that we may truly give our 
young lives to Thee in deep consecration and perfect 


obedience. 
Let us repeatedly and constantly be assured of Thy 


forgiveness that mistakes may never break us but that 
we may rise from sin to holy living. 

Preserve for us always the vision and hope of youth. 

Show us a place among men to use our talents and 
to serve Thee through others. 

Let us not be lost in doubt, or faint-hearted in labor, 
or discouraged under affliction. 

Make us steadfast in temptation. 

So guide us that our lives may reflect the beauty of 
the Man of Galilee, that we may always have the joy of 
being Thy disciples and, therefore, heirs of Thy heavenly 
Kingdom, through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. 


Amen. ; 
—REV. HERMANN F. MILLER, D.D., READING, PA. 
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THE NOVEMBER PARTY—HARVEST 
SEASON SOCIAL 

; (By Esther Thelma Birch) 

Invitation:: 


Bachofer and 
You and your friends 
Are invited to 
A Harvest Season Social 
at the 
Seer eeehs ease ein eee Church, (date) 8 P. M. 

Decorations: Corn, pumpkins, fruit, nuts, autumn leaves, 

etc; 

Getting Acquainted 

Give each person, on his arrival, a 2-pound paper 
bag. This is to be tied on the right hand and is not to 
be taken off, unless worn out. The object is to go about 
shaking hands with other people, discussing the weather, 
exchanging names, etc. When the paper bags are worn 
out, or badly torn, the leader should proceed to another 
game. 

Nut Hunt 

Before the party starts hide numbered nuts around 
the room. Each player is to write down the numbers he 
sees on the nuts. The winner is the person who has the 
most numbers at the end of a limited time. (A suggestion 
is that the nuts should not be numbered in succession, 
il, 4% & 4h ions I, OWS, He Cues) 

Pin Drumstick on Turkey 

This is a variation of the old “Pin the tail on the 


fe. 


Donkey” game. 
Harvest Season 
The players should be asked to suggest a sentence 
using the letters of the words, “Harvest Season,’ for 


example: 
H—arvest 
A—Il 
R—are 
V—ineyards 
E—ach 


S—uccessive 
T—hanksgiving 


S—o 
E—nding 
A—nother 

S—eason 
O—f 
N—ature 


If desired, the leader may ask the players to suggest 
the names of things pertaining to the harvest season, 
such as: H—hominy, hare; A—apple, artichoke; R— 
rhubarb, rabbit, etc. 


Chase the Squirrel 
This game is quite familiar to all. The hunter may 
chase the squirrel into the trees (a circle formed by 
three players) and the squirrel insde the tree is forced 
to leave when the “it” squirrel enters the tree. Thus the 
chase is renewed. 


Marshmallow on String 
The same old story—a marshmallow in the middle of 
a piece of string. Two players, one on each end of the 
string start chewing the string until the marshmallow 
is reached and a player declared the winner. 
Refreshments: Fruit punch, cookies or pretzels, pop- 
corn balls. , 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Stewardship of Our Money 


“The Price Too High?” 


HERE is only one problem which concerns the 
very life—or death—of our Church; and that is 


the Spiritual condition of its members. Where 
Christ is, there is life, and with normal spiritual growth 
the matter of money will gradually take care of itself. As 
stated in the first article in this series, it is futile even to 
attempt to be faithful in our stewardship of time, talents, 
money, ets., unless we have by God's grace proved faith- 
~ ful in the stewardship of God’s greatest gift—salvation in 
Christ. Education in Christian gving is necessary, just 
as instruction in spiritual matters is necessary. Informa- 
tion as to the needs of the Church must be spread. There 
is no room, however, for compulsion in the Church of 
Christ. The individual who has Christ in his heart will 
- give naturally to the cause of his Lord; he will be led 
by the Spirit of God. “But the fruit of the Spirit is 
faithfulness.” Galatians 5:22. The Committee on 
Stewardship of the United Lutheran Synod of New York 
certainly touched the vital point in meeting the financial 
needs of our Church today, when they said: 

“It’s smart to be thrifty!.. More than that, it is 
necessary to be economical. In recent years many people 
have been faced with an acute shortage of funds. Where 
once a lavish hand expended freely, and bestowed gifts 
generously, there expenditures have been reduced and 
contributions seem small in contrast. Where some items 
have been entirely cut from a personal budget, it is 
often remarkable to note what things have been aban- 
doned, and what things have been selected. 

The Benevolence Budgets of the Church have felt 
the pressure of the times. Receipts have fallen off, and 
among many the impression exists that the Suggested 
Quota per person is “beyond my means.” This is un- 
doubtedly true for some, yet an examination of Benevo- 
lence Projects reveals a modest program, the cost of 
which is not excessive and within the reach of the great 
majority. The price is not too high for him, who under- 
stands. One who loves, will indulge in the delight of 
partcipation in the missionary enterprises of the Church, 
even if other joys must be eliminated. 


Giving to the Church 

It is important that we remind ourselves of the fact 
that we are stewards. Our money and property are not 
our own. They were here when we came into the world 
and we will have to turn them over to some other stew- 
ard when we leave. We are stewards of God’s property. 

Study in this connection the parable of the un- 
righteous steward in Luke 16:1-13. Was not his great 
fault, that he assumed the ownership of the riches which 
had been entrusted to him as a steward? As a steward 
he had the power to buy and sell, hire and discharge 
servants, but he was only a steward in another man’s 
employ. He gradually forgot this, however, and began 
to discharge his duties as if the property were his own. 
Unfaithfulness was naturally the result, 

Faithful stewardship requires first and last that we 
are constantly aware of the fact that we are not owners, 


“Ah, No! 


It is the Love that’s Low!” 


A ae 
but stewards; and we should seek the Owner’s will in 
the management of our possessions. 


Giving To General Activities 

Fathfulness in the stewardship of our money requires 
only a small percentage for the Church. The manage- 
ment of the bulk of our material possessions concerns 
itself with a long and varied list of activities. There are, 
for instance, the problem of existence (home, food, cloth- 
ing, etc.), our obligations to the state and to society, our 
savings account, investments, recreation, amusements, 
etc. It requires that ‘““we may get us a heart of wisdom” 
in this God-given task. We must remember that we are 
His stewards. The money is His. Furthermore, we are 
dwelling and serving in a world which is hostile to Him 
and to His great cause. It is far from easy to be faith- 
ful in our stewardship. We must all recognize that our 
perverted nature makes us basically unfaithful; we are 
often foolish, reckless and unwise in the stewardship of 
our money. As Christians, however, we have a forgin- 
ing Saviour, who understands us, “in whom we have 

the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of His grace.” Ephesians 1:7. 


The Envelope System 

Most of our congregations have adopted the splendid 
envelope system, which will in time do much to solve the 
financial problem of our congregations, This system 
promotes direct giving. Much must be done, however, to 
promote weekly giving, before these gifts will be suffi- 
cient to support the Church without resorting to 
methods of buying. Very many in our Church are 
unfaithful stewards of their money, because they do not 
“upon the first day of the week lay by him in 
store, as he may prosper.” They withhold a large share 
of what God requires for the promotion of His Kingdom. 


The U. L. C. A. Budget 
For 19361-1937 
(Savanah Convention Minutes, pp.- 99, 100) 


Amount Percentage 
Board of Foreign Missions ............ $600,000 30.00 
Board ot American Missions ........... 771,400 38.57 
Board vetahiducationmdent eee 180,000 9.00 
Parish and Church School Board ...... 22,000 1.10 
Inner Mission) Board) madeeleeeeeeann 34,000 1.70 
Boiie of Ministerial Pensions and Relief 235,000 APE 
Board of Deaconess Work ............ 40,000 2.00 
Tabitha, ELomen wens cco eee 4,000 -20 
owen Elomessernte ecm eee 800 04 
National Lutheran Council ......... 23,000 1415 
American Bible Society .......... 5,000 25 
United Lutheran Church Treasury 84,000 4.24 

$2,000,000 100.00 


The total is the same as the total for the 1934-1935 budget. 


One of the most important of your responsibilities which should 
be given consideration at this time of the year is your share in the 
benevolence budget of your Church. What a lift it would give if 
every young person, as a member of the Church, would say this year, 
sinceey eecaae te ee ce of sharing in the cultiva- 
ion of a deeper spiritual life in (1) our congregation 
Synod, (3) our United Lutheran Chace in Amencn and en ue 
great Lutheran Church around the world, I shall plan, weekly, to 
contribute as God prospers me: ; g 


For support of local congregation $............. 


For support of Church beyond the local congrega- 
LOT th cae 2B 
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SENIOR INTERMEDIATE 


Two Dimes and a Nickle Two Nickles 


UPPOSE you went to Senior Luther League devotional meeting and found no one with an 

idea as to what topic to discuss or how to prepare for the meeting. Suppose you, as an 

Intermediate or Junior Superintendent, knew at the next meeting of the Intermediates and 

Juniors there would be boys and girls present ready to take their parts in the meeting, but 
that you had nothing in the way of program material to assist them in the preparation. Suppose you 
were appointed an Educational, Missionary or Life Service Secretary and had no idea of the program of 
these departments and how you were to promote the work. In other words, try to imagine conditions 
in your League, if there were no Headquarters of the Luther League of America rendering the service 
which so often is taken for granted. 


Try to visualize the work of the Luther League of America Headquarters—not by constructing 
a picture of an office with desks, chairs, typewriters and persons sitting at the desks, but by thinking 
in terms of what is happening in the office as service rendered to you and your League. 

The Luther League of America is seeking constantly to find new ways to help the Church and 
to help individual workers in the Church. Not a day passes but scores of people have their letters 
answered and get new ideas on how to conduct a worship service, lead a discussion, teach a mission 
study class, conduct a discussion group, superintend an Intermediate or Junior League, or do more 
effectively some piece of service for which they are definitely responsible. 

The Luther League Review, the Topics Quarterly, the Intermediate Helps, the Junior Topic 
Booklets must be edited so that there may be material in the hands of the leaders for the conducting 
of the meetings. 

State or Synodical, District and local Luther Leagues request the presence of the Executive 
officers and secretaries at their conventions, rallies or special meetings, This service rendered requires 


preparation and travel expense. 

This year is will cost approximately $18,000 to render this service. Income from Dues and Sus- 
taining Memberships so far this year have not been sufficient to meet all our expenses. Yes, that means 
we are now working under a deficit in our current accounts. 

lf this service is worth anything to you, make sure that your Dues are paid up to date and that 
your League or you, personally, have made a contribution to the Sustaining Membership Fund for this 
year, If you do your part, it will not be necessary for us to report a deficit in the treasury of the 
Luther League of America at the end of this year, because some Leagues have not paid their dues or 
you have failed to send your loyalty gift to the Luther League of America, through the Sustaining 


Membership Fund. 


WHAT IS IT WORTH TO YOU? 


May we have your answer before the year 1936 closes the door and a new year door opens unto us? 


Dear Intermediates: 

I wrote you a letter in 
month and am hopeful that you either read it or had its 
contents explained to you by your Superintendent. Much 
of the success of our work for the coming year depends 
on how well informed you are on the plans set forth in 
that letter. 

First of all I want to call your attention to one 
feature of that letter. It has to do with writing an essay 
on the subject, “Interested Intermediates Interpreting 
Of course, you aren't expected to know 


lengthy the Review last 


Interactions.” 
about the mysteries hidden away in those four big words, 
Once you 
And when 


unless you read last month’s Review letter. 
read it, however, I’m sure you'll catch on. 
you catch on I’m equally sure that you'll get busy and 
submit an essay. Be sure that you read the rules cor- 
rectly and that you follow them out to the “letter of 
the law.” 
The November “EYE” 

IN Ie won YEVES” 

letter. I hope you are seeing ‘eve to eye” with me. Since 


were put into my last month’s 
make a person blink I’m only facing you 
It is the November “EYE.” 
Through said “eye” we purpose to see what lies ahead 
for us as Intermediates to be doing during the manth 
of November, Each month hereafter, stress will be put 


on the “eye” of the preceding month. 


many “eyes” 
this month with one eye. 


What the November “EYE” Consists Of 


1. Month’s Memory Verse: Luke 18:1, “Men ought 
always to Pray.” The idea is to memorize this verse and 
at each meeting for the month of November to repeat 
it in unison; also to use it as a form of greeting in meet- 
ing one another as Intermediates on the street, in the 
Church, at school, etc. 

We are all familiar with this “knock, knock” con- 
versational game. It’s lots of fun. The month’s memory 
verse idea is similar. On meeting a fellow Intermediate 
say, ‘Memory, memory.” The reply should be, “Luke 


18:1.” Then you say, “Repeat it.” The reply would be, 


“Men ought always to pray.” 

Try out the idea and thus start something that will 
“knock, knock” Bible verses into your memories. 

2. Month’s Member Project: Every member able to 
offer prayer in public. This is a worthy endeavor. And 
this is the month to accomplish the endeavor, This is 
the month we study the subject of “prayer.” It is an easy 
matter to memorize a prayer. It is a good practice to 
use memorized prayers. But all of us should be able to 
offer our “own prayers.’ The topics for this month give 
helpful suggestions on the subject of prayer, so that the 
member project for the month should be easy to accom- 
plish. 


) 


Here are some suggestions for “learning to pray:” 
a. Listen closely to the prayers of your Pastor 
and others. 
b. Read and pray the prayers found in the Com- 
mon Service Book, The Lutheran, devo- 
tional literature, etc. 


The Intermediate 
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Department 


c. Write out and memorize your own prayers. 

d. In praying forget ‘all things” and “‘all per- 
sons.” Think only of God and what you 
want to say to Him. 

e. Let your praying be for God’s grace, man’s 
guidance and your personal spiritual growth. 

3. Month’s League Project: “Pack a basket with 
foodstuffs and give to a poor family on Thanksgiving 
Day.” That isn’t asking too hard a task for any League. 
See that it is done. 

4. Month’s Topics: 

November 1. 


Book Review—‘‘African 
Bridge Builders.” 
November 8. What Is Prayer? 
November 15. Learning To Pray. 
November 2 How Prayer Is Answered. 
November 2 Must I Always Forgive? 


SS 


Awards on 1936 Sixteen Point Program 

The two Carolinas work faster than any of the 
other State Leagues: Their year runs from August 1 
to July 31; hence the reason for issuing them awards 
at this time for the year 1935-1936, or as we call it, the 
year 1936. 

The North Carolina Leagues to be awarded for good 
work well done are; 


First!) Albemianlew ccm cinet-uter ied easeirione 16 points 
iDpunbee noe, Jabrede) Aetopdie A Ao bas aon oooooL 16 points 
St, “Pauwlis, “Dallasa tas. -natretaeairete 16 points 
Maven, ~Salisiury x <5 scuter eumraeiclerkesncesieree 15 points 
Eboly oinity,, etickoniys yes .uerevercveqetereteteksreree 15 points 
Floly “Trinity,  Gashonia, =. .tr-ieiereutevaucne aunts 15 points 
Trinity. Goadas” aera che arated wiereiend secre erate 15 points 
St) “Panilish sSaltsbutny seeseansesvercettenat renters 14 points 
Bethany... “hickory (<. 2.226 ansiee ain 14 points 
Centre (Grove; (Concord “uae celeoeien © 14 points 
St. Marks: \Chanlotte anc asec crctekeneveners 13 points 
Macedonia, Burlington ) cee cite aces 13 points 
Sig SiGe, aie Reay Sopocaocooceooos 13 points 
Shy iveveabence: Miele | sada Gocncnonounans 12 points 
Kimball Memorial, Kannapolis .......... 12 points 
Sig Javotohdatey labiOlkoimy Sonucacdccoob onc oc 12 points 


Danzels. Lincolnton) Sacer eee 12 points 


MtpiCalvarysGlaremiomi apace cher 12 points 
Christiana, iGranntem © wary eee eee 12 points 
St. James, ‘(Goncond (es ...ccmniee iene 11 points 
Grace; Thomasvilles 2% Saavessmecine arcuate 10 points 
bithenane Chapeles Gastoniasleilrticicireie 10 points 


St. Matthew’s, Kings Mountain ...... .-10 points 


Augsburg, Winston ‘Salem 215... ..... 10 points 
Hirst,, (Greensboro) sh esae mee acte renee 10 points 
Total—25 Leagues 

The South Carolina Leagues are: 
Holy Trinity, Little Mountain .......... 16 points 
Pine. Groves: some Stans ise somerset ies 16 points 
Sts Paul’ss'Columpbiascee oe ee eneneeene 15 points 
Mt Dabon, New Brookland: @)seesnce aces 15 points 
Sree MURS, ARMM) Ga e4 ont co ab olbamGcie 15 points 
Reformation. Colunbia secon cern 15 points 
Graces Prosperity estan tosis ember eee eee 14 points 
St. Matthews, (Charlestom) .ssamncomemen 13 points 
Ios Colkbirlyel Sh ocadauowononangacc 3 points 
St. Andrew se Gnarleson mesma eee 13 points 


wi Puke’syBlorence sare eee 13 points 
Sin ibis Sykes 4 Sone aden aenooue 12 points 


IMG Melee ksewane, Inbal iddlle gon cago p once 12 points 
St. Barnabas, (Charleston 2. uee eee. 12 points 
Raistax,  Pairfas: Sanaa. cee ener 12 points 
St. stephens; (Wesaneotonm soc umneeeeee 11 points 
Trintiye Ellorcey tes cee or ok ae ee 11 points 
Church of Redeemer, Newberry ........ 10 points 


Pomariay) Pomania. aoeecne ee eee 10 po:nts 
Total—19 Leagues 


Where I’ve Been 
Nothing has been said of where duty has taken me 
since the July-August Review. Thinking that you might 
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want to know a wee bit about the ‘“perambulations” of 
your Uncle Bim the following brief resume is put forth: 

May 10, Williamsport, Pa.—Mother’s Day sermon 
(same sermon) in two Churches. 

May 18-21, Harrisburg, Pa.—Attended and addressed 
East Pennsylvania Synod. 

May 23, Kingston, N. Y.—Intermediate Rally. Spoke 
often and long. 

May 24, Ambler, Pa—Preached for a sick pastor. 

May 29-31, Brooklyn, N. Y.—Attended New York 
State Luther League and participated in a real con- 
vention of teen-agers. 

June 5, Gettysburg, Pa—College Commencement. 

June 7, Norwood, Pa.—Supplied for a pastor who 
was celebrating with his fellow classmates at Gettysburg, 

June 11, Allentown, Pa—Fellowship Supper. Spoke 
on subject, “Thumbing Trough Life.’ Committee 
cleverly designed a Light House on program, with points 
of the Sixteen Point Program indicated thereon in order 
of their importance to the work of the Intermediates. 

June 14, Carey, O.—Preached for boyhood friend, 
the Rey. “Dick” Clouser. 

June 14-16, Shelby, O.—Attended Ohio State Luther 
League Convention. 

June 17-19, Richmond, Va.—Hhe Virginia State 
Luther League Convention was in session. 

June 20-24, Louisville, Ky—This time it was the 
Tennessee-Kentucky Convention. 

July 5, Stone Harbor and Sea Isle City, N. J.—Sup- 
plied at these two places, 

July 12, Green Lane, Pa—Addressed 400 Boy 
Scouts in the morning, and spoke to out-of-door gather- 
ing near Elmer, N. J. on the occasion of the 210th Anni- 
versary of the Friesburg congregation. 

July 14-17, Wilkes-Barre, Pa.—Pennsylvania held its 
annual convention on these days. 

July 19, Trenton, N. J.—Supplied. 

July 26, Ardmore, Pa.—Supplied. 

August 2, Trenton, N. J—Supplied. 

August 3-8, Caledonia, Pa.—On vacation. 

August 9, Upper Darby, Pa—Supplied A. M. 
Addressed interdenominational group of worshippers on 
Mt. Airy Seminary grounds, Philadelphia, in evening. 

August 16, Upper Darby, Pa—Supplied. 

August 23, Trenton, N. J.—Supplied. 

August 30, Trenton, N. J.—Supplied. 

Where I'll Be 

Since I’m writing this on August 31, the “dates” 
listed from here on, although “old stuff’ once you read 
them, are, nevertheless, not yet kept by me. They are: 

September 4-10, Hamilton, Canada—Hamilton as 
sleeping quarters and all around Hamilton as rallying 
points for Luther League meetings. 

September 13, Barren Hill, Pa—Supply for a pastor 
who is taking his son to college somewhere in the west. 

September 19-20, Johnstown, Pa.—District Rally on 
the 19th and an all-day Luther League affair in Trinity 
Lutheran Church. 

September 22, Philadelphia, Pa—Meeting of Inter- 
mediate Superintendents of the city. 

September 27, Stone Harbor, N. J.—Supply for pas- 
tor on vacation. 

October 9, Sinking Spring, Pa.—Intermediate Rallv. 
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October 14-21, Columbus, O.—Attending the U. L. 
C. A. Convention. 


November (?)—On a Luther League “barn-storm- 
ing” trip through the state of New York. 


Where I Want To Be 
Anywhere! Everywhere! Wherever my services will 
contribute to the welfare of the Luther League of Amer- 
ica, and whenever you call me. 


WHERE MOVIE STARS WORSHIP 

Johnny Dewns, recent “find” of Paramount Studio, 
has attended the Catholic Church since he was eleven 
years old. Marlene Dietrich and Marion Davies are 
also Catholic, and Mae West attends the Catholic Church 
although she is the daughter of a Lutheran mother, the 
late Mrs. John West. Ann Harding. Bette Davis, Leslie 
Howard, and Miss Marian Marsh, whose real name is 
Violet Krauth, are Episcopalians. George Arliss is presi- 
dent of the Asscciation of Episcopal Actors in New York 
and a member of the Church of England. Dick Powell 
got his start in small church choirs in Little Rock, Ark. 
Janet Gaynor, Edna May Oliver and Richard Dix are 
Protestants. Mary Pickford, Douglas Fairbanks, Vir- 
ginia Weidler, Dickie Moore, Elizabeth Patterson, Con- 
rad Nagel, and Eleanore Whitney attend Christian Sci- 
ence and Religious Science, | am informed. Betty Bur- 
gess, Sonny LaMont, Clarice Shierry, Robert Taylor and 
his mother are members of the Methodist Church. Eddie 
Cantor, Harry Green, Vera Gordon, Al Jolson, George 
Sidney, and Norma Shearer are all members of Jewish 
temples in this city. Elissa Landi, Bonny Bronson, Gilda 
Fezenda, Nora Lane, Marion Greta Garbo, 
Shirley Ross, Lew Ayres, Carl Brisson, and David Lord 
are Lutherans. 
and are now members of our Hollywood Church and 
attend fairly regularly. 

—DR. J. GEORGE DORN (LUTHERAN) 


Lessing, 


Several of those were confirmed by me 


WEATHER VANE RELIGION 

Over the spires of many New England churches 
there is frequently to be seen a bit of decoration which 
whispers perverse suggestions to the imagination. It is 
the weather vane. No doubt it came to be used on 
church spires as a protest against Catholicism and the 
association of the cross with the Catholic Church, and 
also as a piece of practical service to the community 
to show which way the wind was blowing. But the 
weather vane over the church might often take on a true 
and deep symbolism as the outward and physical sign 
of an inward and spiritual disgrace, and accommodation 
to prevailing winds. It pictures the frequent surrender 
of the moral absolutism of the cross for the pliant op- 
portunism of the weather vane. 

Halford E. Luccock in “Jesus and the American 
Mind,’ The Abingdon Press. 


The Vunicr 


CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER 
Study November Topics—‘Christian Giving” 
November 7—‘Nation-Wide Rally Day.” 
Juniors to a Rally. 


Take 

November 22—Thanksgiving Topic. Program. 

November 29—Missionary Topic. 

Work on Twelve Point Program—Rally, 
Program, Points 9, 5. 

Use November Topics Booklet—‘“Junior Stewards” 

Get Ready for Christmas 


Public 


Dear Leaguers: 
Here are some of the 
Headlines 
in the Junior Department this month: 


Conventions 

The Junior Secretary was privileged to attend the 
convention of the Luther League of North Carolina and 
conduct three conferences—Education, Missions and Life 
Service. It was stimulating to share with the young 
people of North Carolina the fellowship, the discussions, 
and to note their fine spirit of devotion and their eff- 
ciency in meeting League problems. 

We also attended the Maryland Synod League Con- 
vention and met another fine group. Here we presented 
the Junior Department and conducted a conference for 
the Junior workers. 

Make plans for this at once. Take your Juniors 
to the nearest Rally, or rally together in your own 
Church. We want all the Juniors of the Luther League 
of America rallying together at the same time on this 
day, giving the same program. 

Seniors! This is a challenge to you, Take some of 
the children of your congregation to the nearest Rally, 
if you have no Junior Department, and see what the 
Juniors are doing, Then begin work with your Juniors. 

China 


To date we have received from the Juniors for the 
China Objective, $146.88: 


GeorsiasAlabam aan eerie $2.42 
Manyland isaac yan tar cee oe 17.00 
Michipante esac cine onsite 2.46 
New pliersey-aanysemieione een ine 8.90 
INjebraSka Ms peer o ner tee ees 50 
IN Gwe eVOFIey eeaetens a.com ameter ter eee 4.50 
ORION, Aisinc ret eee eC eee 8.85 
Remacswyeniwel oocedacaveagovn onsen 97.00 
PEXASIB sclacmtarutmeten net ei roe 4,25 
VAT SINIA grone eco mcen ieee nee 1.00 

TRotal? ernie nieces oe $146.88 


Who will be next to contribute? 
Sustaining Membership 
$316 was contributed by the Juniors to the Sustain- 
ing Membership Fund last year. They are going 
right along and for this year these Leagues have set 


the ball rolling: 
Grace, Reading, Pa. 


Sustaining Membership 
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Department 


New Organizations 
We have registered these Leagues since the begin- 


ning of the fall work: 


1036—Christ, Spangsville, Pa. 4 
1037—First English, Upper Sandusky, Ohio 
1038—St. Peter’s, Allentown, Pa. 
1039—Getsemani, Dorado, Puerto Rico ; 
1040—Maestro Salvador, Juan Domingo, Puerto Rico 
1041—Betesda, Palo Seco, Puerto Rico 

1042—San Lucas, Sabana, Puerto Rico 

1043—St. James, Shepherdstown, W. Va. 

1044—-St. James, New Dundee, Ontario, Canada 
1045—Children’s Home, York, Pa. 

1046—St. Mark’s, Chesley, Ontario, Canada 
1047—St. James, St. Jacob’s, Ontario, Canada 


Next? 


Little Leaguers 
We note with a great deal of pride the work done 
by the “Little Leaguers,”’ the children under eight years. 
Over one hundred and fifty of such groups are now meet- 
ing, and they are helping in all the Luther League 
activities. Canada reports her first group, in St. James, 
St. Jacobs. Congratulations! 


Twelve Point Program 
Are you working on this? Will you be a Gold Star 
League on the roll at Springfield next July? Work on 
each of the points now. 


Luther 

November 10 is Luther’s Birthday. Why not make 
a special note of this? Arrange a program, use the Topics 
Booklets, “Luther” and “Luther, The Flower of His 
Age,” for material. Invite the Senior League to attend. 
Have them, if possible, present a picture of Luther to 
the Juniors. If this can be done, have a suitable unveil- 
ing exercise. Have the picture covered with the Luther 
League colors; have the President of the Senior League 
unveil same with appropriate remarks, and have it 
accepted by the Junior President. 


Thanksgiving 
Arrange a program for Thanksgiving. The Topics 
Booklet, “Thanksgiving,” will give material. Let the 
Juniors help in planning what they want to present. 
Have one group arrange a Worship service. Have others 
present in stories, dramatizations, and talks, reasons 
for thanksgiving, Sing Thanksgiving hymns. 


Help Others at Thanksgiving Time: A program in 
a Home, a basket for some one, fruit and flowers for 
sick or shut-ins, clothes or groceries for some needy 
family—in all these the Juniors can help. 


During November use some of the Thanksgiving 
handwork supplies: 


Pilgrim Village Giecisprig cts nisitevereersabeanieletereens 50 cents 
Ral Srimmbanelee eb ostetcemmre ame rrrettnter 50 cents 
Poster to Build—Thanksgiving .......... 25 cents 
New Poster to Build—Thanksgiving, ‘‘O 

Give, Thanks? ace teenie cis seers 25 cents 
Thanksgiving Picture Poster 

(Beckleya Cardy) Neca ee tere ere 50 cents 
Around the World Drawings to Color— 

Pilsrima cer ae Ga Mec oe roe 15 cents 


These may give a Thanksgiving atmosphere to your 
room when completed. 

Use Thanksgiving Stories: “The Children’s Book of 
Thanksgiving Stories,’ can doubtless be found in your 
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library. Tell some of the stories from that book, Or use 
some of the stories in the “Lutheran” and “Lutheran 
Boys.” 

Use Thanksgiving Pictures: “Pilgrims Going To 
Church,” in the ten cent size, will be fine for your wall. 
In the one cent size it will be good for ‘scrapbooks, or 
to give each Junior for his own, These can be secured 
from The Perry Picture Company, Malden, Mass. An 
order must amount to fifty cents. 

This month we want to talk about 


BOOKS 


and their use in the Junior League. 

The Junior worker needs tools with which to work. 
His first tool is the Bible. A Bible with good print is 
needed. The Juniors should also be encouraged to 
bring and use their Bibles in the meetinge. 

A book on how to work with Juniors is also needed. 
Select from this list. You should plan to read at least 


one book on working with Juniors each year. 


The Junior—Chave 

How Shall I Learn To Teach Religion?—Blanche Carrier 
Teaching Junior Boys and Girls—Eakin 

The Junior Department of the Church School—Smith 
The Children and the Church—Jones 

Junior Method In The Church School—Powell 


All may be secured from The United Lutheran Pub- 
lication House, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Book Week 

Each year, the third week in November, ‘Book 
Week” is observed throughout the country—a series of 
events to promote reading among our boys and girls. 

Write to The National Association of Book Pub- 
lishers, 347 Fifth Avenue, New York City, enclosing 
twenty-five cents, for their book of suggestions, a poster, 
and other material, You will receive a list of agencies 
from which you can secure catalogues of the better books 
for boys and girls. 

Arrange with your library for Story Hours and a 
display of some good children’s books. Plan for some of 
the suggestions given, making use of our good children’s 
religious books, and emphasize the habit of reading the 
best. A program for the parents on books may be 
planned by the Juniors and the offering devoted to the 
purchase of books for a Junior League Library. 

Get our booklet, “What Shall I Read?”—five cents— 
for additional plans. 


The Reading Course 
The new Reading Course consists of these books: 


Courageous Adventures—Wild ......-++eeees $1.00 
Camp Fires In The Congo—Springer hs) 
We Sing America—Cuthbert .......... 1.00 
Story Valks—Cozad ......eee cece renee eveee 1.50 

$4.25 


Please note that “Junior Stewards of the Bible,’’ first selected, 
is Be of print and that “Story Talks,’’ by Cozad, has been substi- 
“Junior Stewards of the 


tuted. If you have, however, a copy of j ) 
Bible,’’ from a former course, use same, and full credit will be 
given. Otherwise order ‘Story Talks,’’ Cozad.) 


There were many requests for four books only in the 
Course, and we trust that most Leagues will find it pos- 
sible to get the four books. Buy them one at a time if 
you cannot get the entire Course at once. 

As usual, there will be awarded a set of new Reading 
Course Books next July for the best record on the use 
of these books. (This year we awarded thirteen certifi- 
cates to the superintendents of the thirteen Leagues in 
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the Altoona, Pennsylvania, District, for having used the 
entire course in their meetings, and having all their Jun- 
iors reading them.) 

There will be one contest. Have all your Juniors 
enter it. For the best essay telling about the books and 
how they were used, five dollars will be awarded. And 
for the nine best essays received nine Luther League 
Pins will be given to the successful writers. Your Juniors 
—one of them—may win! Have a contest in your local 
League. Have every Junior write an essay, have a 
number of the best read at your public meeting. Have 
the pastor, some of the Church councilmen, or the presi- 
dents of the organizations of your Church as judges, and 
send the best one to headquarters for entry in the National 
Contest. You may enter as many essays as you desire. 

Do not forget to send in next June, the names of all 
your Juniors who have read all four books. We will 
award certificates to these Juniors. 

The use of the story is one of the most important 
parts of our work. 

Here are several books on Story Telling, any one of 
which will help you in selecting and telling stories to 


your Juniors: 
Stories and Story Telling—St. John 
Story Telling Lessons—Traille 
The Use of the Story in Religious Education—Eggleston 
Religious Education Through Story Telling—Cather 
How To Tell Stories To Children—Sara Cohen Bryant 
The Story Teller’s Pack—Nowlin 
The Practice Story Telling Class—Danielson 


And here is a list of books from which to select 
stories. At least one good book of stories should be a 
part of your equipment. 


Stories To Tell To Children—Bryant 
Stories To Tell To The Littlest Ones—Bryant 
The Best Stories To Tell To Children—Bryant 
Stories For Special Days In The Church School—Eggleston 
Fifty Stories For The Bedtime Hour—Eggleston 
Seventy-Two Stories For The Worship Hour—Eggleston 
Forty Missionary S‘tories—Eggleston 
Stories For The Junior Hour—Demerest 
World Stories Retold—Sly 
Bible Stories and How To Tell Them—May 
Why The Chimes Rang and Other Stories—Alden 
Stories of the World’s Great Holidays—Humphrey 
The Children’s Book of Thanksgiving Stories 
The Children’s Book of Christmas Stories 
The Children’s Book of Patriotic Stories 
Easter 
Books by Mary Stewart 

Tell Me A True Story 

Tell Me A Story Of Jesus 

Once Upon A Time Tales 

Tell Me A Hero Story 

The Land of Punch and Judy 

Tell Me A Noah’s Ark Story 

Tell Me A Story I Never Heard Before 
Books by Carolyn Sherwin Bailey: 

For The Children’s Hour 

For The Story Teller 

Broad Stripes and Bright Stars 

Stories and Rhymes For A Child 

Tell Me Another Story 

Stories Children Need 

Stories For Sunday Telling 

Stories For Any Day 

Everyday Stories 

Firelight Stories 

Hero Stories ; 

Merry Tales For Children 

Wonder Stories 


Our missionary books provide some of the fascinat- 
ing material for story telling. Here are a few from which 


stories may be told: 


African Adventurers 
Lamplighters Across The Sea 
Under Many Flags 

Stay At Home Journeys 

The Wonderland of India 
The Land of the Golden Man 
The Magic Box 

The Honorable Japanese Fan 
Two Young Arabs 

Please Stand By 
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Going To Jerusalem 

Leaves From A Japanese Calendar : 

Missionary Stories For Little Folks—Primary 

Missionary Stories For Little Folks—Junior 

Windows Into Alaska 

The Story of Musa 

Kin Chan 

The Burro’s Money Bag 

Chinese Children of Woodcutter’s Lane 

Friends in Nippon 

Ling Yang 

Rainbow Bridge 

Porto Rican Neighbors 

Sugar Is Sweet 

The World On A Farm 

The World In A Barn 

For the Little Leaguers a most interesting set of 

Bible stories, “Bible Books For Small People,” is avail- 
able, twelve volumes, twenty-five cents each, with these 
titles: 

The Song The Shepherds Heard 

The Star of the King 

When Jesus Was A Boy 

The Shepherd and His Sheep 

The Lost Coin 

The Farmer and His Field 

Samuel, the Temple Boy 

Baby Moses 

Isaac of the Tents 

The Nobleman’s Son 

Jesus, Friend of Little Children 

Hosanna To The King 


Do not fail to tell some stories to your Juniors! 

You cannot use all the material suggested for No- 
vember. Select what your group needs most. There are 
the Topics on Stewardship... Thanksgiving presents a 
month’s work, if desired. The month may be spent on 
studying India, as found in the missionary program. 
Books may be your theme. Much of your time may be 
spent planning a program for Nation-Wide Rally Day. 
And if Christmas is to be meaningful to your boys and 
girls, you must begin to plan now! 

So choose what best fits your group of Juniors, and 
may you have a month of most helpful and profitable 
work with them as you guide them in developing Chris- 


tian characters. 
Lfendas A kU oss) 


AN OLD MANUSCRIPT 

“The Oldest Manuscript of the Gospels:” The origin 
of the fragments of an unknown gospel recently pub- 
lished by the British Museum has been set in the middle 
of the second century. The learned world can take 
notice of this new papyrus discovered in the heights of 
Egypt by C. H. Roberts, Oxford, which contains a frag- 
ment of the Gospel John and points to a still older epoch. 
Professor Dibelius of Heidelburg writes that this papy- 
rus, according to the opinion of competent English and 
German scholars, points to the first half of the second 
century. It represents the oldest writing we know of—a 
fragment of the New Testament. All those who believe 
that the Gospel of John originated late in the course of 
the second century will now be better informed. This 
text and the other works show clearly that the Christian 
assemblies and their sacred books existed in antiquity, 
from which we would never have ventured to hope that 
evidence so direct would appear after so many centuries. 
—Le Temoignage. 


A great problem met, whether fully mastered or 
not puts smaller ones in their places as inconsequential. 
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CHURCH LIFE IN AMERICA 

Dr. John B. Williams, of the United Lutheran 
Church Mission in India, a native of that country, writes 
his impressions of Church Life in America, gained while 
a post-graduate student at Columbia University, in the 
“Gospel Witness.” Among other things he says: 

“What further struck me as I studied the situation 
at close quarters were: First, the autonomy of the parish; 
second, the part played by laymen in the parish; third, 
the independence of the Church and the parish by 
mutual growth. The democratic ideals, for which the 
United States is unique in the world today prevail in 
Church matters, The parish is independent in the mat- 
ters of the choice of pastors, administration and finance. 
The pastor is secure as long as he enjoys the good-will 
of the people. His Christian personality is a big factor. 
Sometimes, however, his position is quite a delicate one. 
On one side there is the Church Council whose decision 
he hesitates to set aside, and on the other, the parish- 
ioner, who, as a rule, is literate and is critical of what 
is going on within the Council on certain matters like 
the manner of raising of money for certain objectives and 
the appropriation of funds. Every endeavor is to be made 
by him to respect the young people to mobilize their 
strength. The pastors family is generally a big help. 
The pastor’s wife works with the women, while some of 
his children with the young people.” 


HOW WE SEE GOD 

Let us consider a parable. The blazing light of the 
sun shines down. I cannot look at it for a single in- 
stant. Its light is too strong for my eyes. I take a 
smoked glass and hold it up. I can now look upon the 
sun’s light because it has been translated into terms my 
eyes can grasp. Take another parable. Over a wire 
comes a mighty electric current. I cannot use it. It 
is too powerful for my motor. It would melt the thing 
and ruin it. I shunt the current off into a resistance box 
and transform it to a voltage which is usable. My motor 
is no longer destroyed but empowered. Think of another 
and a still better parable. There comes to me a little 
child who says, “Please explain how locomotive engines 
make trains go.” How do I do it? Do I talk to the 
child in the terms of a mature knowledge of mechanics? 
If I do, the child will never understand. No, I must for 
the moment put myself on the child’s own level, and 
give my explanation in terms of the child’s own meager 
experience. My explanation will not be adequate, but 
it will be as adequate as possible. 

Jesus Christ is the glass through which we see God. 
He is the resistance box through which the eternal 
forces pass that they may touch and not consume us. 
God said, “Behold these men on the earth. They are 
but children. I wish them to know me and love me. 
They cannot understand unless I explain to them the 
infinite in terms of their own experience. In the ages 
to come they shall see me face to face, but not now. 
They are but children. I shall reveal myself as one of 
them. I shall take their flesh upon me, limit myself as 
they are limited, and let them learn to know and love 
me so.” 

Bernard Iddings Bell in “Beyond Agnosticism,” 
Harper & Brothers, Publishers, 
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Financial Reports 


DUES REPORT 
October 5, 1936 


Senior Intermediate 
Billed Paid i i 
7—Northern California 27.50 7.50 arn, caren 
Southern California ...... 74.00 < 1.60 , 
11—Columbia District 39.50 39.50 3.70 3.70 
10—Connecticut ......... 44.50 44.50 17.50 17.50 
eee oni compare 27.50 27.50 5.00 5.00 
pee RONNIE, Soognooce 79.75 59.80 10.70 8.10 
HIN OLS) “Vetere vohanecciaioveacheraceneus Ao 25) 25.00 35.00 12.00 
rina alien geet Sansa: 151.25 20.90 i 
G—-TO Wal Pa cialsctievorsin echo sleet 76.25 76.25 10.00 10.00 
HCaUSaG piers tes cpu Neco rans 116.25 58.14 11.00 552) 
Kentucky-Tennessee 46.25 B10} 4.40 2.20 
Maryland 263.00 277.00 43.60 45.50 
Michigan 55.25 23.05 11.60 2.20 
Minnesota 46.25 9.60 9.30 
6—Mississippi ........... 12.50 12.50 
Nebraska aaietente covets crcece ere 177.00 112.59 14.60 3.66 
German Nebraska ........ 71.50 17.88 
3—New Jersey .......... 136.25 136.25 35.00 35.00 
INewiey ork Matiestetersiere neios 563.00 340.47 121.70 88.40 
8—North Carolina ....... 643.00 643.00 71.40 71.40 
Obio piallonoleseva/e) ole) efel=)nteleisVelis!e 325.00 162.50 33.20 24.70 
5—Pacific Northwest ..... 24.25 24.25 3.40 3.40 
Renusylvanianee nescence 2.340.75 1755.54 238.30 238.30 
Rocky Mountaim Jieee.. ss 20.00 5.01 2.00 
Souths Carolimae emcee ner 418.25 289.25 47.50 36.72 
pilex ae een nee ek hc ee 82.50 41.28 8.60 
Wit eamialverer wieiiocteie cisielsiele 541.75 361.20 17.50 11.68 
1—West Virginia 220... 81.50 81.50 2.30 2.30 
9—Wisconsin Ben eterar enc iets 82:00 82.00 17. 60 17.60 
Winnipeg, Manitoba ..... 3.00 
$6,797.75 $4,749.59 $799.70 $660.18 
OUTSTANDING DUES FOR 1935 
October 5, 1936 
Senior Intermediate 
Southern California .... $ 3.60 
iidiamamariaiertevve tietererarre 23.00 11.40 
Kentucky-Tennessee 22.25 2.10 
Miaiylaridersias stelelclers sielsie 169.00 8.60 
IMnichigamirarmrsyrer stale a. 30.75 7.10 
MMSSISSIPPl, Wseieeel eres 33.00 1.60 
INiebraskatl’ 22%) sr crack nie 24.65 
German Nebraska ..... 19.50 
Rocky Mountain ...... 7.50 
(ONTO) i SOR ein Ona eee 122 7a 
$329.65 $47.11 
CHINA PROJECT 
October 5, 1936 
League Quota Senior Inter. Junior 
3—Northern California $36.00 36.00 
Southern California .. 119.60 6.00 
Canadapeecraclecmistelerstae 50.00 
Columbia District...) +1. 77.20 30.31 
(Coyremneeateths. ooqncungoous oie 98.80 
lalyaveky soonedboooccco So 44.00 
Georgia-Alabama ......... 141.60 28.86 13.04 2.42 
2—Illinois ......... siete 710-00 375.00 
GbE. Keogodomauouoo0D - 248.40 
Powwednrepreretetetotetetetelliclelore ats eis 132.00 36.87 
SPREE, ooonocoopOcohaaca] 80.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee ...... 75.60 34.00 
Miaray,laraGimteretencteteterarckeiesererels 732.00 423.24 14.50 17.00 
(Mirchiisanimesrereieiersieteteveictenale 133.20 10.00 2.46 
MinmesOtae sje claicicisie.s:ai> pists 74.00 23.60 6.40 
Wegeiinsat soesodocco eisai 64.00 5.00 
Nebraska ...... bocomeceda  eAhRext) 76.70 oi) 
German Nebraska ... 103.20 43.60 
ING ISGP opdononcboccns IWExi 70.23 14.90 8.90 
New “dis oasnosodacotoe | HAD) 413.15 4.50 
North Carolina .......... 1,104.40 404.40 
QM. Kgesoogenooosdas Pee 520200 121.88 8.85 
Baciie Northwest ........- 46.80 
Pennsylvania ............ 3,831.60 1,335.23 97.58 97.00 
Rocky Mountain ......... 36.00 
South Carolina .......... 518.40 230.15 29.05 
Mexasuec nc ieheroiefoveioie SbOOb 70.00 5.00 4.25 
WieAbey gocouanecone Soeoe, cA Hai) 8.50 Sell 1.00 
West Virginia ........... 138.80 PAPAS) 
ES Wkeepksie) sco gadncodes 128.40 93.40 35.00 
First L. L., Manitoba ... 6.30 
$10,967.20 $3,885.67 $218.58 $146.88 


Page Eleven 
SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
January 1 to September 31, 1936 
Total Alumni 
Paid Gift 
League Quota to Date Sust. Cont. Mem’! 
Northern California.$ 25.00 $20.00 $20.00 
Southern California. 50.00 1.00 $1.00 
Columbia District .. 30.00 21.00 5.00 6.00 $10.00 
Gonnecticuty eae 35.00 5.00 5.00 
IOBGM, cooococoaac 20.00 11.00 5.00 1.00 5.00 
Georgia-Alabama 50.00 31.50 25.00 6.50 
INET Coonasosonc 150.00 23.00 13.00 10.00 
ILOGKEREL G eonoouroCe 70.00 3.00 3.00 
TOME cobonoocHouGe 60.00 35.00 29.00 1.00 5.00 
Kansas™ cettetennitene 30.00 2.00 2.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee 25.00 20.00 20.00 
MEVSARyAGl GocococoL 300.00 248..00 170.00 33.00 45.00 
Michigan DOM OOdS 60.00 19.00 15,00 4.00 
MUTA ESO TaN peraierniteiele 70.00 11.00 5.00 6.00 
Mississippi sci een 10.00 
German Nebraska... 10.00 
INGORE, songaonce 110.00 29.00 20.00 4.00 5.00 
New Jersey ....... 125.00 79.00 55.00 14.00 10.00 
ING wie COT: yerlerieiee 400.00 202.25 106.25 36.00 60.00 
North Carolina 300.00 176.00 90.00 21.00 65.00 
Ohio yas 200.00 52.00 40.00 7.00 5.00 
1—Pacific N. W. 20.00 20.00 20.00 
Pennsylvania ...... 1,315.00 634.00 270.00 119.00 245.00 
Rocky Mountain 10.00 
South Carolina .... 250.00 146.00 100.00 41.00 5.00 
ENS ACE eta Ae eee 55.00 27.00 15.00 12.00 
Wai. Honoonoacs 170.00 130.00 90.00 30.00 10.00 
West Virginia ..... 25.00 
WiiSCOnSiti )<telele sree 50.00 5.00 5.00 
Canada ynvsiicne iets 4.00 4.00 
$1,954.75 $1,090.25 $364.50 $500.00 
Lowa Luther League 
FORMU 9SG erect 32.00 32.00 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 


September 1 to September 30, 1936 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 1 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 1 
CANADA, total 4 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT, 
CONNECTICUT, total 1 
FLORIDA, total 3 
GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 10 
Miss Mildred Gartelmann 
Mrs. Jennie Holmes Linn, by 
League, Savannah 
Rev. L. O. Dasher 
Mrs. P. G. Schatter 
ILLINOIS, total 14 
Rev. William F. Buch 
INDIANA, total 3 
IOWA, total 7 
KANSAS, total 2 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE, 
MARYLAND, total 67 
Austin Howard 
Jerusalem Luther League, Baltimore 
St. Stephen’s Luther League, Baltimore 
St. Mark’s Luther League, Baltimore 
MICHIGAN, total 5 
MINNESOTA, total 7 
Robert Nelson 
Miss Katherine Nelson 
MISSISSIPPI 
NEBRASKA, total 9 
GERMAN NEBRASKA 
NEW JERSEY, total 23 
Good Shepherd Intermediate Luther League, Weehawken 
Miss Anna J. Schaediger 
Mrs. and Mrs. William F. Schaediger 
Miss Dorothy Zerbst, by Good Shepherd Luther League, 
Weehawken 
Miss Mildred F. Hough 
NEW YORK, total 57 
NORTH CAROLINA, total 46 
Miss Carrie Peeler, memorialized by St. 


League, Salisbury 
First Church Senior Luther League, Albemarle 
Central District Luther League 
OHIO, total 16 
Erle C. Greiner 
Mrs. Mabel C. Greiner 
Sydney C. Greiner 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 1 


total 9 


Ascension Intermediate Luther 


total 4 


John’s Senior Luther 
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PENNSYLVANIA, total 208 


Rey. Horace S. Mann, by Hope Senior Luther League, Reading 
Miss Marie T. Walb 
Henry V. Scheirer 


Miss Elda V. Unangst 
Miss Laura M. Reed 
Mervin A. Frantz 
Miss Margaret R. Eberly 
Mrs. Frank Gackenbach 
Miss Be ty Miller 
Harry Hodges 
Rev. A. W. Lindenmuth 
Rev. W. L. Katz 
Rey. R. J. Heckman 
Rev. Conrad Wilker 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
SOUTH CAROLINA, total 58 
Miss Minnie Lee Connor 
Mt. Pleasant Luther League, Saluda 
Mt. Tabor Luther League, New Brookland 
Miss Dorothy Mouledons, memorialized by Ebenezer Luther 
League, Columbia 
Miss Lucy Brady 
Luther League of South Carolina 
Lexington District Luther League 
TEXAS, total 15 
VIRGINIA, total 49 
WEST VIRGINIA 


WISCONSIN, total 1 
Lu Qemaoriam 


God called our loved 
ones, but we lose 
not wholly. 

What He has given; 

They live on earth 
in thought and deed, 
as truly 


As in His Heaven 
— Whittier 


INWey 


K 


———— 


ACemorialized in Sustaining ACembership Fund 


Miss Carrie Peeler 
Memorialized by St. John’s Senior Luther League, 
Salisbury, N. 


Miss Dorothy Mouledons £ 
Memorialized by Ebenezer Luther League, Columbia, S. C. 


The Danish scholar, Professor Niels Ebbesen 
Hansen of South Dakota State Agricultural College, 
Brookings, S. D., has produced a rose without thorns. 


Its color is yellowish-red. Professor Hansen expects to 
produce thornless roses in all colors. 


Thirty-Second Annual Convention, Luther League of Iowa 
Held at Burlingten, Iowa, August 27 to 29, 1936 
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League News From Everywhere 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


The 26th Annual Convention of the Luther League of South 
Carolina met at Prosperity, August 25-27 with the Newberry Dis- 
trict as host. The convention Church was Grace Church, Prosperity, 
Rev. C. B. Caughman, pastor. The theme was “Youth Searching,’ 
with addresses on various topics of this theme given by Rev. J. KE. 
Stockman, Greenville; Rev. L. B. Hamm, Kings Mountain, INS (Gag 
Dr. P. D. Brown, Columbia, and Dr. Jas. C. Kinard, Newberry. 
Rev. R. D. Wood, Florence, was the convention chaplain and he 
conducted devotions on ‘The Quest for Christ.’ Miss Rose Hamm, 
Silverstreet, was in charge of convention singing. Discussions were 
given on “Youth Searching;” ‘Through the Educational Depart- 
ment,” Miss Evelyn Caughman; ‘‘Through the Life Service Depart- 
ment,” Miss Estelle Pugh; ‘“‘Through the Missionary Department, 
Raymond Ellsworth. Dr. Grady Cooper, missionary to China, gave 
an informational address on the work of the Luther League in China. 

During the Life Service Discussion the State Life Service 
Secretary consecrated six additional crosses on the flag, representing : 
Rev. A. C. Clark, Anderson; Rev. J. M. Frick, Leesville; Rev. J. Lb 
Mayer, Elloree; Rey. G._B. Goodman, Concord, N.C.; Rev. C. G. 
Steele, St. Augustine, Fla.; Rev. Louis Bouknight, Waynesville, 
Va. Following this consecration service the League paid a tribute 
to the memory of Mrs. M. O. J. Kreps, who gave herself to Chris- 
tian Leadership—particularly to the leadership of youth. This was 
led by Mrs. C. K. Derrick. A 

The state again met its financial budget for the year. The 
convention was made a sus.aining member in the Luther League of 
America to the amount of $25.00. 3 

The following officers were elected for the coming year: Presi- 
dent, Miss Carolyn Ducker, Elloree; Vice-President, Miss J.ouise 
Weeters, Charleston; Recording Secretary, Jas. Lee Shealy, Pros- 
perity; Corresponding Secretary, Miss Hermine Habenichi, Colum- 
bia; Treasurer, Ciremba Amick, Columbia; Educational Secretary, 
Miss Evelyn Caughman; Missionary Secretary, Raymond Ellsworth; 
Life Service Secretary, Miss Estelle Pugh, Prosperity; Junior Secre- 
tary, Miss Lucy Brady, Columbia; Intermediate Secretary, Miss 
Pearle Stockman, Lit!le Mountain; Statistical Secretary, Evans Roof, 
Lexington; Publicity Secretary, Miss Ethel Hocemeyer, Charleston; 
Field Secretary, Rev. O. Kempson, Columbia; Archivist, Miss 
Vera Clark, Lexington. 

The 1937 South Carolina Convention will meet with the Pied- 
mont District in Woman’s Memorial Church, Spartanburg, Rev. D. 


B. Werts, pastor. 
ETHEL HOCKEMEYER 
IOWA 


The Thirty-Second Annual Convention of the Luther League of 
Iowa, was held at Trinity Lutheran Church in Burlington, August 
27, 28, and 29. The convention theme was: ‘‘The Man, Christ Jesus.” 

Rev. Rudolph G. Schulz, President of Carthage College, Carthage, 
Ill., gave the opening address of the convention at the fellowship 
supper Thursday night. Rev. Schulz used as his text an Old Testa- 
ment prayer, “‘Lord, give to Thy servant an understanding heart,” 
urging the Leaguers to a more complete understanding of Christ and 
of their fellow-man in order to bring to the world, love and peace. 

Rev. Carl V. Tambert, host pastor, brought the communion 
message to the Leaguers at the opening session Friday morning. 
Rev. Tambert stressed reverence to be developed in the life of every 
Leaguer. Only as we go into our home Churches to serve will our 
convention be of value to us. Rev. Maurice Lesher of Iowa Falls was 
celebrant of the Holy Communion, and Rev. Edward Piper of Web- 
ster City read the liturgy. 

After the formal opening of the convention by the president, 

John Haydon, of Des Moines, the reports of the State Officers and 
the Index Editor were read and accepted. John George Kurzenknabe, 
President of the Luther League of America, our very welcome and 
much-admired guest, presented the three-fold program of the League 
in a very forceful and inspirational manner. 
_ An outstanding feature of this year’s convention,was the dedica- 
tion of the Life Service Flag, the first one ever used in the Luther 
Leageu of Iowa. Rev. Carl Tambert, State Life Service Secretary 
was in charge of the dedication. Twenty crosses were placed upon the 
flag; one for service on the foreign field, one for a deaconess, and 
eighteen for the ministry. Dr. C. A. Piel, of Carthage, Ill. gave the 
dedication address. We hope that as the years go by many more 
crosses may be added to our flag. 
Four new Leagues were accepted 
into the State organization and pre- 
sented with certificates of member- 
ship. The new Leagues are: New- 
ton Intermediates, reporting 20 
members; Tipton Intermediates, re- 
porting 12 members; Ely Inter- 
mediates, reporting 15 members ; 
and Ely Seniors, reporting 5 mem- 
bers. We welcome these Leagues 
into our State League and hope 
our fellowship will be mutually 
helpful. Two Leagues of the Wart- 
burg Synod were accepted into 
associate membership. The officers 
elected for the coming year are: 
President, John Haydon, of Des 
Moines; Vice-President, Jane Wirt, 
Des Moines; Secretary, Helen 
Ferry, Dubuque; and Treasurer, 
Mrs. Arlo Ketelsen, Clinton. They 
were installed at the closing ses- 
sion of the convention. 


JANE WIRT 
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NEW YORK 
Eight Out of Ten 


Not a bad percentage, but we, in Christian Church work, must 
not be satisfied with 80 percent marks. You say, “eight out of 
ten, what?’ And I answer you, “eight districts out of ten districts 
conducted a summer Luther League Conference’? The Luther 
League of New York State is composed of ten active districts. The 
programs of the districts are varied to meet the immediate needs of 
each district. However, each year an additional district is inaugu- 
rating a Luther League summer conference. 


We believe that Luther Leaguers throughout the Luther League 
of America will be happy to hear about the various conterences 
conducted by the District Leagues. It has been the privilege of the 
writer to attend them all with the exception of the last summer 
conference conducted by the Western District of the State League at 
Dunkirk, on the shores of Lake Erie. We shall tell you of the con- 
ferences as they took place on our calendar. 


First, there was the Eastern District Luther League Week-End 
Conference held at Silver Bay-on-Lake George, in connection with 
the annual Synodical Summer School, conducted by the United 
Lutheran Synod of New York. The program of the Eastern District 
Conference went something like this: A period on “Developing 
Leadership,” led by Dr. Ralph D. Heim, Dean of Hartwick College, 
Oneonta, one of our Synod’s educational institutions. This first 
meeting was in charge of Mr. Ross Smith, Program Secretary of 
the Eastern District. 

__The second meeting under the leadership of Miss Catharine 
Vibbard, District Life Service and State Missionary Secretary, was 
entitled, “One Hour of Missions.” We were fortunate in having 
three outstanding missionary leaders in the persons of Miss Amelia 
Kemp, Executive Secretary, Women’s Missionary Society of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, and Rey. Paul A. Kirsch, 
Assistant Execu ive Secretary, Board of American Missions, and 
Miss Clara Leaman, a returned missionary from India. We feel 
that much good was obtained from this meeting and that it left us 
all a little more missionary-minded. This meeting was over at 8:30 
P. M. and the Leaguers wandered about the campus meeting old 
friends and making new ones until 10:30 when the usual reception 
was tendered all those at Silver Bay. This was held at the boathouse. 


The reception is the time when all Silver Bay-ites meet to enjoy 
Christian’ fellowship before retiring for the night. This meeting was 
in charge of Miss Marjorie Gotha, Recording Secretary of the 
District. After the singing of many old time melodies, a few hymns, 
and the telling of a few stories, refreshments were served and the 
happy group trudged up the hill to Overlook and Forest Inn, two 
of the lodging places at Silver Bay. 


The Holy Communion was administered by Rev. George C. 
Ackerly, of Rensslaer, and Rev. Robert Van Duesen, of Rhinebeck, 
in the Helen Hughes Memorial Chapel, at 7:30 Sunday morning. 
After the breakfast hour Sunday School was in session and in 
charge of William Mollenkopf, Vice-Presildent of the District. Our 
teacher was Miss Clara Leaman and we also heard from Rev. Norman 
Goehring concerning the student work at Harvard University. The 
Worship Service conducted by Rev. Ackerly, with Rev. Paul A. 
Kirsch preaching the sermon, was attended by some 300 persons. 


The closing meeting of the Eastern District Conference was in 
the form of an All-Synodical Luther League Rally with John George 
Kurzenknabe, President of the Luther League of America, as the 
speaker. We were happy to have this opportunity of hearing our 
President speak. For many of us, this Synodical Rally was the end 
of Silver Bay for another year, but for others it was the beginning of 
a glorious week. The Summer School this year enjoyed its finest 
year in the five years of its existence. The Eastern District Week- 
End Conference was held on July 18 and 19. 


Attend Luther League Leadership School at Pinecrest Dunes, 
tig ee Long Island, N. Y¥., August 30 to September 7, 1936 


Page Thirteen 


On August 29-30 we were privileged to attend the joint week- 
end conference sponsored by the Genesee Valley and Syracuse Dis- 
tricts at Eagle Island in Sodus Bay, Lake Ontario. The Island 
is used as the summer camp for the Rochester Lutheran Inner 
Mission Society, Rev. Fred Heins, Executive Secretary. The Chap- 
lain for the Conference was Rev. George Rupley, of Buffalo. Rev. 
Rupley was to have charge of the conference periods centering on 
the theme of “God and His Universe.’”’ The first period was at 
8:30 Saturday night. An interesting novelty of the Island was that 
it possessed no electric lights and the Leaguers found that much to 
their liking. 

_ Paul Lange, of the Genesee Valley District, had charge of the 
Fireside Devotions on Saturday night. These devotions followed 
singing and the toasting of marshmallows. Rev. Rupley again spoke 
to us on “God and His Universe.” It was a beautiful night and 
the Leaguers delighted in the full moon. On Sunday morning the 
Sunday School hour was in charge of Mrs. Fred Heins and she spoke 
to us on the “Good and Evil Angels.” The weather threatened all 
day Snuday and it was very cool. Rey. Rupley had the Worship 
Service and we enjoyed it even though some of the things we feel 
essential to worship were missing. I am sure that our Leaguers 
entered into the service with genuine devotion and consecration. 


After the dinner hour a conference period on Luther League 
problems and projects was led by the President of the New York 
State League. The Pocket Testament League, New York State 
“Standard of Efficiency,’ and the State Budget were presented for 
the consideration of the Leaguers. This was followed by a con- 
ference on “Devotional Meetings,’ led by Rev. Frederick Reissig, 
Rochester, a former State League President and a former member of 
the committee that selects the Topics. These two meetings were 
held inside because of rain. 


The supper on the shore of the lake was dampened by rain, 
but not the spirits of the Leaguers. The closing meeting was a 
Fireside meeting led by Miss Marie Thomasmeyer, Life Service 
Secretary of the State League and hailing from Syracuse. The Presi- 
dents of the two Districts, Miss June Knitt, Genesee Valley, and 
Raymond Dohne, Syracuse, were well pleased with the attendance 
for this, the first year of the joint conference. A short boat ride to 
the mainland and then Leaguers parted for their homes after a fine 
inspirational conference. 


Next we find ourselves at the extreme eastern tip of Long 
Island for the Luther League Leadership School conducted by the 
four New York State Districts—Westchester, New York City, 
Brooklyn and Long Island—in conjunction with New Jersey and 
Connecticut State Leagues. This school was held for eight days 
beginning August 20, at Pinecrest Dunes, Peconic, New York. 
The week school was a new venture for the sponsoring group. 
Heretofore, only a week-end program has been conducted. Some 
of the leaders for the week program include: Mrs. Virgil S. Sease. 
New Brunswick, N. J.; Rev. E. W. Hammer, Meriden, Conn.; Dr. 
Ambrose Hering, New York City; and Rev. Dorr Crounse, Frank- 
lin Square. The day’s program included two hours of classes, two 
hours of study, time for recreation, including swimming in fresh 
and salt water, riding, tennis, boating, etc. 


The week-end program attracted many Leaguers who were unable 
to come for the week and when we left there were close to 100 in 
attendance. The Director of the School was Rev. Luther Gerhart, 
of Little Neck, L. I., New York. The week-end program included 
another group of leaders among whom were Dr. Luther Woodward, 
Brooklyn; Dr. John Bauchmann, Brooklyn, and Dr. Paul C. White, 
New York City. 


The final of the District Conferences was held on Saturday and 
Sunday, September 12 and 13, at Camp Palestine, Dunkirk, by the 
Western District Luther League. Although we were not privileged 


to attend this conference we have every reason to believe it was a 
grand success. 


The District work is under the leadership of Clifford 
Scharf, of Buffalo. Rev. John 
Dimpfl, Dunkirk, was the Chaplain 
and some of the other leaders in- 
cluded Rev. Robert J Wolf, In- 
termediate Secretary, of the Luther 
League of America, and Dr. Paul 
C. White, New York City. Count 
the districts and you find eight 
participating districts; next year 
we hope to have the two remain- 
ing districts—Rhinebeck and Mo- 
hawk Valley—combine with East- 
ern District in the Silver Bay 
Week-end Conference. We feel 
our God is pleased that for one 
week-end during the summer our 
youth attend a religious conference 
for spiritual inspiration. How 
much good is derived one cannot 
ascertain but we feel certain that 
the results are apparent in the 
local congregation throughout the 
year. Although the State League, 
as such, has no part in the plan- 
ning of these week-end conferences 
conducted by the districts. it is 
proud of what the State Districts 
are doing in this work throughout 
iNew York. We know that other 
Districts or State Leagues con- 
duct Summer Conferences and we 
would like to hear about them. 
Eighty percent this year and we 
hope to make it one hundred per- 
cent in 1937. 


HOWARD L. LOGAN 
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The Canton-Youngstown Federation of Luther Leagues met in 
Perkins Park, Warren, on Sunday, August 16. ; ‘ 

Rev. H. E. Dunmire of St. Paul’s, Warren, was the chairman ot 
the picnic, assisted by Rey. R. Bergstresser, of Tiinity, Niles, and 
Rev. E. O. Hilt, of Lordstown. ; R c f 

Supper was served at 5:00 o’clock after which Vesper Services 
were held om the hill overlooking the park. Rev. E._O. Hilt led 
in prayer and several songs were sung after which Dean Myers, 
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newly-elected president of the Luther League of Ohio spoke, bring- 
ing greetings from the Executive Committee of the State League of 
a very inspiring address. Mr. J. B. Kniffin, General Secretary of the 
VY. M. C. A. at Warren, Ohio, was the speaker of the evening, 
after which “Blest Be the Tie That Binds’? was sung and bene- 
diction was pronounced by Rev. H. E. Dunmire. | J 
The Canton-Youngstown Federation is planning their quarterly 
meeting for early in October at North Georgetown, Ohio. 
NEVA SIMON 
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The November Senior Tepics 


November Theme—Christian Giving 


November 1, 1936 
21st Sunday after Trinity 
WAYS OF SPIRITUAL GIVING 


I Corinthians 16:1-4 
(By Rev. Carl A. Honeycutt, Marion, Va.) 


Suggested Program 


Sing: “The Son of God Goes Forth” 
“Brightest and Best” 

Read Psalm 112 responsively 

Read the Scripture: I Corinthians 16:1-4 ; 

Pray: O God Who has: taught us it is more blessed to give than to 
receive; Teach us to know the ways of giving most pleasing to 
Thee; through Jesus Christ Thy Son our Lord. Amen. 

Sing: “May We Thy Precepts” 

Present the Topic 

Discussion 

Offering—Sing: ‘‘Saviour! Thy Dying Love” 

Pray—Sentence Prayers 

Sing: “We Give Thee But” 

Benediction ; 

Aim: To set forth the marks of Scriptural giving and to have 
each Leaguer measure his or her giving thereby to the end that our 
giving as young people may be thoroughly Christian. 

The though for the month is “Christian Stewardship.” The 
topic for today is ‘“‘Ways of Scriptural Giving; for next Sunday, 
“The Money Needs of the Church;” for the Sunday following, “The 
Blessings of Giving.” 

Quotations 

“Give because you love to give—as the flower pours forth its 
perfume.’’—Spurgeon 

“Only a great 
@ivwnlees 

“Honour Jehovah with thy substance and with the first fruits 
of thine increase.’’—Proverbs 3:9 


ASSIGNMENTS FOR MEMBERS 
Giving Versus Christian Giving 


Christian can sing ‘We Give Thee But Thine 


The field of giving is not occupied entrely by Chris- 
tians. Giving is practiced in some measure by all people. 
The field is not monopolized by Christians. Especially 
should we bear this in mind in this era when so many 
causes and appeals are presented to us for action and 
aid. Just as ‘‘all is not gold that glitters,” just so, all are 
not Christian who give, 

Christian giving is giving motivated by Christ, given 
in His Name, for the building of His Kingdom. It is 
the Christian's response to all God has done for him 
and in him. The gift of the Christian is different because 
it is motivated and actuated by Christ. With him giving 
is a grace and a fine art. He gives out of love and with 
abandon does he give himself. So the gift of the Child 
of God is a gift plus, and that plus is Chrst and self. 
Some Marks of Scriptural Giving 

Just as there were the Old Testament tithe and 
offering, so there are many ways and methods of giving, 
What we are interested in most is not any one particular 
way or method, as such, but we must know what are 
the scriptural elements that should be found in any plan 
set forth as being scriptural. Material methods and 
popular plans, programs and procedures often obscure 
or obliterate the real Christian principles involved. In 
our day the world has made its inroads into the life 


Missionary Topic--Christianity and Communism 


of the Church and in no sector of its life is this fact 
more obvious than in the matter of giving, raising 
money, and financing the work of the Church. 

There is no better, no more-scriptural way of giv- 
ing than that suggested by Paul in I Corinthians 16:2. 
The principle is there, no matter how we clothe it. With 
this verse as our scriptural background, let us try to 
a scriptural plan of giving. What marks will this plan 
or way bear? 

Our Giving Must Be Done Intelligently 

This offering to which Paul refers was “for the 
saints.” In II Corinthians the Macedonian Christians 
did not merely give liberally, but they gave for a most 
urgent cause. To give intelligently we must be informed. 
As Luther Leaguers what do we actually know about 
the work of our Church as a whole, our own Synod, our 
own congregation? What is the financial program of 
each? Christian giving must not be haphazard or igno- 
rant. We must know the object of our gift. When we 
know thcroughly we are prepared to give intelligently. 
To know, gives point, purpose, and positive power to 
our giving. When we understand we are most apt to 
sympathize. Let us pray with the Psalmist for under- 
standing as to what the will of the Lord is and be dili- 
gent and ever alert to know the cause of Christ. 


Our Giving Should Be Done Systematically 

The fervent in spirit cannot be slothful in his giy- 
ing to the Lord. The Lord’s business should be carried 
on in the best way possible. Hit or miss schemes which 
more often miss than hit should not be employed in His 
business. God does not bless us once a year, but every 
day. “Upon the first day of the week let every one of 
you lay by him in store.” That is New Testament giv- 
ing. “Bring an offering and come into His courts.” 

Regularity, system, and discipline are important in 
cur spiritual lives. Our Lord’s care over us is constant 
and our share in the work whereunto He has called us 
should be in like manner. What would be the condition 
of our Church at large if each congregation gave as 
systematically as my local Church? What would be the 
state of my congregation if each member gave as sys- 
tematically as I do? Remember, “Upon the first day of 
the week,” and last minute, spasmodic, high-pressure 
appeals will be dispensed with. What if God gave to 
us as the average member of the Church gives to Him? 
Our giving must be as our breathing, or else we cease 
to live when we cease to give. As Luther Leaguers 
let us see that our Christian life is continuous and not 
spasmodic. Is it asking too much when we ask for 
system in God’s work? All life is so ordered on the 
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outside. Why not be willing to adopt what we know is 
best? The business world would soon be bankrupt were 
it run and supported as the average member supports 
his Church, As a Luther Leaguer I can do my part to 
remedy this situation and by the grace of God I will! 
How? Systematically! Regularly! “Upon the first day 
of the week,” I will worship and work with my offering. 
That is scriptural; that is Christian giving, and it is 
worthy of us as Luther Leaguers. The Christian way is 
not carelessly but systematically. 


Our Christian Giving Should Be Proportionate 

In the Old Testament it was the tithe, but in addi- 
tion to the tithe there were the offerings. Malachi says 
that in both, God was robbed. Paul’s principle of giving 
again sets the New Testament standard. “Upon the first 
day of the week let everyone lay by him in store as God 
has prospered him.” If we love God we will keep His 
commandments. We will delight in giving and doing 
good according to our abilities. Without respect to the 
exact nature of our gifts this rule holds, “For unto 
whomsover much is given, of him shall much be re- 
quired.” To have much is to have the obligation to give 
much; to have little is to have the obligation to give but 
not on the same scale. If the membership of our Church 
gave proportionally, not seriously sacrificially, the finan- 
cial program of the Church would receive a hitherto un- 
experienced impetus that would go far in realizing more 
fully its mission in the world. But the bald fact remains 
that the world gets an inordinate amount of the Chris- 
tian’s money and the Church struggles on pennies, 
nickels and dimes. More of the religion of Jesus is the 
only hope of revising the ratio in favor of the kingdom. 
As a Christian, how shall I give to my Lord? “As the 
Lord has prospered him,” is the scriptural answer. 

Our giving is never more Christian than when done 
sacrificially, The mite was the widow’s all—her living. 
Yet her spirit and gift drew forth the Master’s highest 
commendation. She gave sacrificially. But does the 
average among us give in such manner? There are some 
who do, but that number is small compared with those 
who do not. One Church member said that he would 
give something to the Church at the end of the year if 
he had anything left over. That is just another way of 
leaving God out. Needless to say, that person is an 
unworthy steward. That picture would be dark, for so 
it is, but we know of others who give sacrificially because 
the love of Christ constrains them so to give. Sacri- 
ficially is truly a mark of scriptural giving. 


The Christian Gives Cheerfully 

It is not only the Lord who loves a cheerful giver, 
but we, ourselves, love this fine Christian quality. And 
what is more, a cheerful giver surely does love his Lord. 
No matter what the nature of our gift or how much, 
the real thing that counts is the spirit out of which the 
gift comes. If we give grudgingly or parsimoniously 
we are not really giving. The act is nothing more than 
being severed from what we have. If the liberal spirit 
is lacking, no gift can be too large, for our gifts are 
commensurate with the quality of heart that prompts 
them. 

And what is scriptural giving? The tithe is only a 
part, but not to be despised. It indicates the minimum. 


Page Fifteen 


“Upon the first day of the week,’ regularly, syste- 
matically; ‘as God has prospered him’—proportionately. 
That is the way God would have us give. Give intelli- 
gently, sacrificially, cheerfully, and heartily. Let us as 
real Luther Leaguers incarnate this spirit in our be- 
loved Church, 


KEY THOUGHTS 

The Bible teaches very definite ways of giving. 
It tells how much, when, and for what we should 
give. The Old Testament Law was one-tenth 
given first before anything was used for self or 
family—the first fruits. This tenth was an annual 
offering, to be taken to the Temple for the use of 
the Temple organization. Every third year it was 
kept at home for local charity. That would mean 
that we give one-tenth of all we receive and that 
two-thirds of that is to be used for maintaining the 
Church and one-third for charity. Read Deuter- 
onomy 14:22-29; Malachi 3:8-12. Failure to do this 
was regarded as robbing God. That is a high 
standard to which too few Christians live up and 
which would solve all the financial problems of the 
Church if all would follow the Old Testament 
standard. Apnortionment would not be needed 
and missions would be provided for abundantly. 
Church debts of all kinds would disappear and 
there would be no need for appeals for funds 
except in emergencies. 

In the New Testament the organized Church 
had not yet developed to need funds to maintain 
the organization. That has come later. New Testa- 
ment giving was first of all a full sharing. It was 
communism of the right sort. Everybody gave all 
and so all were cared for, Acts 4:32-35. 

St. Paul tells us that we should do good to 
all as we have opportunity. Galatians 6:10. And 
our special concern should be for those of the 
Church who have need. 

St. John follows this up by showing that the 
only way to express love and make it real is by 
helping others in need. How can we say we love 
God if we do not love other people and how can 
we say we love them and leave them stick in any 
sort of need which we have means to relieve? 
I John 3:17, 18. All New Testament giving is for 
relief of need. St. Paul shows how any congrega- 
tion may and should relieve need and how each 
member should give to share in that helping. He 
says, lay aside on the first day of the week. I 
Corinthians 16:2. That is like the Old Testament 
first fruits. God first, others next, myself last. 
Give first. Spend afterward. 

The fullest and best directions for giving are 
in II Corinthians 8:1-7 (Read the passage as part 
of the topic presentation). Note St. Paul says: 
The right way to give is “according to power and 
more.’ Each one is to outdo himself in giving, to 
abound more and more in liberality, We do not 
consider how much must I give, but how much is 
needed and how much can I give. They give “of 
their own accord—willingly. No gift ought to be 
made or accepted which is not a willing gift. The 
Lord loves a cheerful giver. Do not give if it 
hurts. Back of all this is the first gift—‘they gave 
themselves.” When we have given all to God we 
become stewards of what we have and use it all 
for His sake and in His service doing good. 


For Discussion 
1. How does giving differ from spending? 
2. What is the difference between New Testment 


giving and Old Testament giving? 
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3. What is the difference between New Testament 
giving and present day giving? 

4. What proportion should be given today in sup- 
porting the institutions of religion and what proportion 
in local charity? 

5. How much of what we have should we give? 

6. Summarize the directions for giving brought out 
in the topic and discussion, 


Reference Helps 


Agar: Modern Money Methods (American Baptist) 

Arthur Rugh; Jesus’ Measure of a Christian. 
(Association Press) 

R. E. Speer: Principles of Jesus, Chapters 22, 23 (Revell) 

Joseph Stump: Bible Teachings, Chapter 48 (ULCA) 

Laymen’s Movement: Free folder on Tithing (address 1103 Vermont 

i Ave., N. W., Washington, D. C.) 


Chapters 8, 9 


November 8, 1936 
22nd Sunday After Trinity 


MONEY NEEDS OF THE CHURCH 


Acts 11:27-30 
(By Rev. Carl A. Honeycutt, Marion, Va.) 


Suggested Program 


Prelude or 
Sing: ‘One There Is Above All Others” 
Silent Prayer 
Sing: ““O Master, Let Me Walk’ 
Present the Topic 
Read the Scripture: Acts 11 :27-30 
Discussion 
Sing: ‘“‘O Thou Whose Feet” 
Receive Offerings 
Sing: ‘“‘Where Cross the Crowded” 
Prayer: Lord’s Prayer 
Sing: “Hasten Lord, the Glorious” 
Benediction 
Aim: To show the areas of need, what the needs are, and how 
Our membership in the communion of saints imposes upon us the 
obligation and privilege of sharing our means with the Church. 


Quotations 


“Giving is sowing; the larger seeding, the greater crop,’’— 
Bishop Hall. 

“He who gives first his heart will not deny his money.” 

“The spiritual dearth is still abroad in the land and Agabus 


still calls to the brethren in the faith.” 


Hints for the Leader 


While it is true that all programs are largely what the leader is 
able and willing to make of them, it is doubly true of this topic. 
We suggest a number of ways to make this program live and mean 
something definite with the hope that a few of the suggestions may 
be considered and tried at least. Have some member state the money 
needs of your own local Church, the special money needs of your 
own League or other local organizations. What about your budget 
in your local congregation? Do the Leaguers know the congrega- 
tion’s apportionment to Synod, the budget of their Synod, or the 
budget of the ULCA, or the budgets of the auxiliary organizations? 
Perhaps there is a member of Foreign, American, or Inner Mission 
Board near you, or a member of the board of some educational 
institution. Survey the field and have some person connected espec- 
jally with the needs speak to your group. Make this program an 
auxiliary, a real help and aid to your Church. 


ASSIGNMENTS FOR MEMBERS 
Do Not Be Discouraged! 

Even a slight review or partial recitation of the 
money needs of the Church will reveal great needs in 
every sphere of our Church life. So our first word is, 
do not be discouraged or grow faint or “weary in well- 
doing for in due season we shall reap if we faint not.” 
The Church is alive, living and moving, and as long as 
it grows and makes progress new and deep needs will 
arise. A funeral is the only urgent need of a dead Church. 
Thank God for a Church that does move out and find 
the forlorn, heal the helpless, shelter the shelterless, 
minister to maimed in body and soul, penetrate and ele- 
vate human personality by the potency of the Gospel, 
and build the Kingdom of God by the transformation of 
servile sinners into serving saints. The odds were against 
Jesus but His meat was to do His Father’s Holy Will. 
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Ours should so be. Discouragemnt is the prelude to 
defeat. Courageous resolution is an omen of victory. 
Let us then face the facts with a firmly-fortified faith, 
with a doubled determination to alter them to our credit 
as a Church, and to the glory of our God. 

Areas of Financial Need 

We can properly start at home. Many Churches are 
inadequately supported even in their local work. Local 
indebtedness, inadequate equipment, these and many 
other items cause the local congregation to retreat in- 
stead of going out in full vigor to pursue its work, Not 
a few pastors are inadequately supported and are there- 
by hampered to that extent in doing their work. The 
base and unit is the individual congregation. What is 
the record of my own congregation in this respect? 
How can I and my League help my Church locally? 
Assume some financial task in behalf of your own con- 
gregation although the task may be small. Let us be a 
“helping organization’—just what our relation implies. 
The Larger Unit—The Synod 

What are the needs of our Synod? This question 
can be asked in part, at least, by a study of the budget. 
Are the educational institutions, the-inner mission insti- 
tutions, the program of Church extension—are these 
properly supported by the constituency of the Synod? 
Failure to measure up to what is expected often curtails 
the larger program of the Church and thereby restricts 
the scope of its operation and sway of its influence. 
The work the Synod is able to do depends upon us in 
our local congregational units. Weakness in the primary 
unit carries through to the ultimate. Too much energy 
is expended in trying to ‘‘make ends meet” that should 
be used in launching out into His service and lowering 
the nets for a draught. We should not stop short of 
fulfilling our obligations to our Synod or larger body. 
That is the least we can do and it is a goal the average 
congregation has not reached. Jerusalem and Judea 
have their claims upon us as well as the surrounding 
territory. Check on your record as a local Church in 
relation to your Synod. Congregational inertia and 
complacency in failure in this important relation are too 
often a fact. If such should be the case in your Church, 
you can do something about it. Help place your Church 
on the honor roll not merely for the haner but for the 
service and glory of the kingdom. 

Our United Body, The United Lutheran Church in 

America. 

As are the congregations, so is the Synod; as are the 
Synods, so is the United Lutheran Church in America. 
Strong Christians as individuals make for strong, loyal 
congregations; strong congregations in turn make 
strong Synods, and strong, cooperative Synods make for 
a powerful, united Church. The congregations can do 
work we as individuals cannot do and the Synods do 
work that even strong congregations cannot do, and 
the Church at large binds together the total force and 
does work too ambitious and immense even for Synods 
to do. It is quite natural then that the united Church has 
its financial needs growing out of its larger task. It 
needs consecrated persons and purses as well as meas- 
ures and methods to do its work. 

We may grow weary of figures but we cannot but 
feel that the space is well-used and the time well-spent 
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if we reproduce and consider the budget of the U. L. C. 
A. for 1936-1937, adopted by the Savannah Convention 
in 1934, This budget represents in major outline many 


of the chief current needs of the Church. The budget 
follows: 


% shit Amount Percentage 
oard o Croan IMURGMS Assooaadoc 6 
Board of American Missions ......... ee 3857 
BoardrotHducation an.) eeee ann 180,000 9.00 
Parish and Church School Board ...... 22,000 1.10 
Innere Mission Boatd os .den. 6 sneene 34.000 1.70 
Board of Ministerial Pensions and Relief 235,000 11.75 
Board of Deaconess Work ........... 40,000 2.00 
WPalbithia clo tme wear ate nte teers he een 4'000 “20 
sowtuarne IElomen meee mare naianceciecin.. "800 (04 
National jeutheran! Council gasses 5..) 23,000 1:05 
American Bible (Society e.....050550 5,000 ms 
United Lutheran Church Treasury 84,000 4.24 
otal cm aterin mien at ethe $2,000,000 100.00 


That is our great task represented in money terms. 
We would have ample reason to rejoice if this budget 
were paid in full but such will not be the case. Let us 
take for example one item. The Board of Foreign 
Missions, for example, in 1934, received on and from 
the apportionment, $282,000 and in 1935 even less, 
$270,770. The other boards fared likewise. The fact of 
the matter is that we have never raised more than 66% 
of the budget. The board just referred to has an in- 
debtedness in addition which should not be and would 
not be if the membership of the Church were more loyal 
to it. The money needs of the Church constitute a call 
to service and sacrifice, a challenge to our deeper loyal- 
ties. To know ought to mean to sympathize and to 
sympathize means to help, serve, share, pray—yes, pay! 
“Faith wihtout works is dead,” says holy writ, and that 
text should be written large in our hearts and convictions. 
The money response of our membership means an 
equipped, moving Church. It is said that Pope Inno- 
cent, IV, was leading Thomas Aquinas through the 
gorgeously furnished rooms of the papal palace at Rome, 
and as they viewed the dazzling display of riches about 
them, he remarked: “See, Thomas, the Church can no 
more say as it did in those first days, ‘Silver and gold 
have I none.’ True, Holy Father,’ replied Aquinas, ‘but 
the Church of the present day can hardly say to a lame 
man what the Church of the first days said, ‘Arise and 
walk.’” The Church of today needs to give money as 
never before in order to take advantage of the great 
opportunity before it. “Freely ye have received, freely 
give.’ Remember, “Jehovah giveth thee the power to 
get wealth.” 


Whence the Obligation and Why the Privilege? 

To be a member of the “Bride of Christ,’ to be a 
recipient of grace in and through His Church, to be an 
heir of God and a joint heir with Christ, offers the privi- 
lege and seals the obligation to distribute to the neces- 
sity of the saints and to those other sheep who are yet 
without the fold. Many of us cannot give large sums 
but we can give something. The widow gave her mite 
and that was “more than they all” in the words of Jesus. 
That is the beauty of being a partner with God. With 
Him as our partner we can never fail. It is the steward 
who is faithful over a few things who will be made ruler 
over many things. When we align ourselves with His 
cause and unite with the Church we forthwith assume the 
obligation. The obligation inheres in and grows out of 


Page Seventeen 
Christian discipleship. Let us then fulfill His purpose 
in our lives by giving to Him Who so freely gives us all 
things, “All things come of Thee and of Thine own have 
we given Thee.” 

A hungry, sinful world cringes in need before the 
Church of Christ. He says, “I am the Bread of Life” 
and “Feed my Sheep.” The cry is that of the world of 
need, the voice calling to service is that of Christ, and the 
ministering servant is His Church. With all our might 
let us give, if but a mite, that His kingdom may grow 
to the glory of His Name, 


“God, let me be a giver, and not one 

Who only takes and takes unceasingly. 

God let me give, so that not just my own, 
But others’ lives as well may richer be.” 


KEY THOUGHTS 


Why does the Church need money? Is not 
the Gospel free? Yes, the Gospel is free and no 
one wants to be paid for preaching it. But the 
Lord Jesus Himself called men away from other 
occupations to devote themselves exclusively to 
nreaching the Gospel and the work of the Church. 
He expects those to whom they minister to pro- 
vide their ministers with all that is needed to 
enable them to live with honor among others. 
Read Mark 1:14-20, Luke 10:1-9, I Corinthians 
9:7-11, I Timothy 5:17, 18. The Church needs 
money, therefore, first of all for the support of its 
ministers. This should be a glad and joyous offer- 
ing in return for the unspeakable blessings the 
ministers bring us in Word and Sacrament, in wise 
counsel and fervent prayer. 

The Church needs a place to worship and 
work. It takes money to build a Church and it 
takes money to keep it in repair and fit for use. 
That, too, ought to be a glad and willing offering. 
When God called on the people for gifts to build 
the tabernacle they brought too much. No Church 
debt hampered them because of niggardliness in 


giving. Read Exodus 35:20-29 and 36:2-7. We 
must have Churches, schools, colleges, printing 
plants, book stores, hospitals. orphanages, old 


people’s| homes and many other buildings in order 
to do the work of good God has given us to do 
well. 

God’s people live in love. It hurts to see others 
suffer. We can help some by our personal charity. 
But we can help most when as a Church we work 
and give unitedly for relief of distress and want. 
Read Acts 4:31-37, 11:27-30 and I Corinthians 
16:1-4. The love of God constrains us to relieve 
others’ needs. Some are close at hand in our own 
community. We can help through our Church. 
Some are farther away and some in foreign lands. 
We can help onlv by gifts. We want to do that. 
The Church needs money and all of us who are 
Christ’s need money to help those in need. 

Christ’s command is to go into all the world. 
Read Mark 16:14-20; John 20:21-23; and Acts 1:8. 
Men and women are willing to go. The Spirit calls 
them, and the Church is ready to send them. Acts 
13:1-4. It is poor stuff to send people out in our 
name and make inadequate provision to enable 
them to do the work they have undertaken to do 
for Christ in our name. When we send mission- 
aries (and we must send them for Christ com- 
mands us to go everywhere) we must support 
them, Anvthing else is yellow. Besides we want 
others to hear the Gospel and receive the ministra- 
tion of the Church. The only wav we can have 
part in that is by supporting those whom God calls 
and sends, The Church needs money for missions. 

The Church must have schools and colleges. 
The Gospel is so fitted to all of life that its bearing 
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must be shown on all we do and suffer and enjoy. 
Public schools cannot do that. The Church’s 
schools must. The men who are to be our minis- 
ters must be taught and trained. Jesus trained the 
“twelve”? for three years. Our Seminaries do the 
same, While He was training them, they lived on 
what other people gave them. Read Luke 8:1, 2. 
The Church must support her Seminaries and col- 
leges and she should make the training for the 
ministry free, supporting those in training as she 
will later support them in their work. 

What an opportunity God gives us in meeting 
real needsi through gifts to His Church 


For Discussion 
1. Why should we support the ministers? 
2. Why do we have to have a special building for 
Church 


3. Why must the Church have her own schools, 
colleges and seminaries? 

4. Why do we have missionaries? 

5. Why must we relieve others’ needs? 


6. Find out how much it costs 
local congregation. 

7. What expenses does Synod have? 

8. For what does the United Lutheran Church in 
America need money? 


9, Does Church work cost too much? 


to operate your 


Reference Helps 


Minutes of Synod. 

Minutes of the Congregation or latest annual report. 

Reports submitted to the United Lutheran Church. 

Recent issues of the Lutheran are full of information about the 
needs of the Church as reported at the Columbus Convention 


last month. 
Laymen’s Movement: The Apportionment Dollar and the World 
Dollar card from 1103 Vermont Ave., N. W., Washington, D. C 
Laymen’s Movement: Every Member Visitation Booklet. These are 


free. Send for them. 


November 15, 1936 
23rd Sunday after Trinity 


THE BLESSINGS OF GIVING 


Luke 6:20-38 


(By Rev. Carl A. Honeycutt, Marion, Va.) 


Suggested Program 


Sing: “Father Again In Jesus’ Name’ 
Sentence Prayers—Thanking God for His Blessings 
Read the Scripture: Luke 6:20-38 
Sing: “The Lord My Shepherd”’ 
Present the Topic 
Offering with Special Music: Read Lowell’s 
Discussion 
Sing: “O That the Lord Would Guide”’ 
Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer 
Benediction = 
Aim: This topic should aid us in creating an awareness of the 
blessings of giving and help us to appreciate them more fully. 


Quotations 
“Each life receives blessings: some emit them. 


Vision of Sir Launfal’’ 


” 
“For blessings ever wait on virtuous deeds, 


And though a late, a sure reward succeeds.” 


“ 


t is certain that at the last God gives Himself to us in a 
measure proportioned to that in which we have offered ourselves to 
Him.’’— Liddon. 


ASSIGNMENTS FOR MEMBERS 

Introduction 

Jesus, in Luke 6:38 says: “Give, and it shall be given 
unto you; good measure, pressed down and shaken to- 
gether, and running over, shall men give into your 
bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal, 
it shall be measured to you again.” These are sweeping 
statements and sentences from our Lord on this subject 
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of Christian Giving. He Who gives the imperative “Give,” 
continues with the divine authority, power, and assur- 
ance and says, “it shall be given unto yOu se lviguaes 
sponse is contingent upon our action. lf we give, He 
blesses! The only “if” in this whole matter is related 
to man. God blesses us through natural channels as 
well as through our most inner spiritual experiences in 
communion and fellowship with Him. He blesses men 
through men and ordinary channels and means, Even 
in this way does God give to us, if we give to Him, 
“good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and 
runnng over.” 


Spiritually Discerned 

The blessings of God upon the giver and receiver 
need not be generally obvious, tangible, or visible. The 
world and men may not be able to see the blessing of 
God, even if they desired to see. The blessings of God 
require not body, form, and material to be real. Many 
of them consist in a good conscience, high satisfactions 
at gifts unselfishly given and services lovingly rendered. 
As the kingdom comes not with observation and display, 
just so, many of the delights of giving, the blessings of 
giving, the joys of service come without outer obvious 
observation. These are. things of the spirit and must be 
spiritually discerned. And spiritual discernment never 
fought a duel with reality. 


The Gift Goes Out To Bless 
Yes, money can and does bless under God. 


fruit in varying fold but always fruitful. 


“The heart grows rich in giving ; 
All its wealth is living grain. 

Seeds which mildew in the garner, 
Scattered, fill with golden grain.” 


It bears 


One of the most convincing evidences of the divine 
origin and mission of the Church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ is His blessing upon it although weakly sup- 
ported by men. Money voluntarily given to His cause 
has blessed mankind wherever it has gone. It has served 
to combat sin and selfishness, ignorance and disease, 
poverty and hatred among those who are the beneficiaries 
of it. These are blessings of God upon our gifts. Who 
is there among us who does not rejoice when men, 
women and children “where cross the crowded ways of 
life” are brought to Him Who is the way. of life? And 
all because of our gifts and His attendant benediction 
upon them! That very constant stream and procession 
into the larger life and beauty of the kingdom ought to 
be incentive sufficient to prompt us to seek more of His 
blessings upon others through the avenue of our giving. 
Wherever the Church has gone with its divine commis- 
sion men have been transformed and elevated because 
His Word and work have been blessed beyond our power 
to compute or evaluate. Who can count His blessings 
upon His work? His ministry of mercy, of evangelism 
at home and abroad, of education and enlightenment— 
these defy the statistician to count or evaluate. Our 
gifts, like the mustard seed, grow enormously, like the 
meal multiplies, like the leaven penetrates, and like the 
talents when used for His cause produce other*talents. 
It is just so with our gifts, for when they go unselfishly 
they grow luxuriantly, 

He came to serve and not to sit and to this end 
were we born. Would you like to wield heaven’s baton 
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and set heavenly music 


ringing? Would you direct 
heaven’s angelic, symphonic chorus? You can! By your 
gifts you can make jubilee in heaven for we are told the 
angels of God rejoice over the repentance of one sinner. 
Your gifts to others through His Church are used that 
Thy kingdom may come and Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. The blessing of giving is the glory 
of giving, 


The Gift Comes Back To Bless 
The story of the Two Seas is telling in its truth: 


“T looked upon a sea, 

And, lo, ’twas dead. 
Although by Hermon’s snows 
And Jordan fed. 


How came a fate so dire? 
The tale’s soon told; 

All that it got it kept, 
And fast did hold. 


All tributary streams 
Found there their grave, 
Because this sea received, 
But never gave. 


O Lord, help me my best, 
Myself to give, 

That I may others bless 
And like Thee live. 


This is the mournful tale of the Dead Sea. 
now to the Joyful song of the Sea of Galilee: 


But listen 


“T looked upon a sea; 
*Twas bright and blue, 
Around its shores were life 
And verdant hue. 


*Twas fed by many rills, 
With fountains’ source 
On Hermon’s snowy peak 
Whence Jordan’s course. 


But Galilee’s blue sea 

Lives not alone. 

Although it gets these streams 
As all its own. 


It lives because it gives 
Its waters blue 

To other shores, and then 
It fills anew.” 


No great Christian giver is ever poorer for having 
done so. He is always richer for it. The joy and thrill 
that come back to us are within themselves blessings of 
inestimable worth and value. “Give, and it shall be given 
unto you.” What we give we have and keep and more, 
for the gift through exercise in His work multiplies to 
our good as well as to the benefit of others and to the 
glory of God. Abraham made the larger gift and sacri- 
fice, but he became the father of a nation. He was 
blessed in his seed and we call him the father of the 
fathful. Lot’s lot was not so. 

The only investment that defies the moth and the 
rust to corrupt and thieves to break through and steal 
is our treasures in heaven. And what is more, treasures 
in heaven pay dividends on earth. These dividends are 
good deeds done, good gifts given, and lives that con- 
tinually bless others and thereby are blessed. Would you 
know what the blessings of God are? Give and give and 
give and the question will be answered. God, our Father 
is more than a gentleman. He not only takes cognizance 
of, but responds to our gifts with His good gifts and 
free spirit. 

By no means the least blessing that returns to bless 
the giver is the consciousness of having served the pur- 
pose of the Highest and Best that has come into our 
lives, That realization and satisfaction, a blessing wthin 
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itself, should move and prompt us to become even 
greater servants of Him Who once girded Himself with 
a towel. “Give, and it shall be given unto you.” Bless 
and be blessed! 

Let us as young people be channels, not chalices, 
rivers, not reservoirs, and make our lives count through 
our giving to our Church and its Christ. We close this 
month’s discussion of “Christian Giving,’ with a very 
apt poem by that prince among poets, Robert Browning: 


The Twins 
“Give” and “It-shall-be-given-unto-you.” 


Grand rough old Martin Luther 
Bloomed fables—flowers on furze, 
The better the uncouther: 

Do roses stick like burrs? 


A beggar asked an alms 

One day at an abbey-door, 

Said Luther; but, seized with qualms, 
The abbot replied, ‘““We’re poor! : 


“Poor, who had plenty once, 

“When gifts fell thick as rain: 

“But they give us nought, for the nonce, 
“And now should we give again?” 


Then the beggar, “See your sins! 
“Of old, unless I err, 

“Ye had brothers for inmates, 
“Date and Dabitur. 


twins, 


“While Date was in good case 
“Dabitur flourished too: 

“For Dabitur’s lenten face 
“No wonder if Date rue. 


“Would you retrieve the one? 
“Try and make plump the other! 
“When Date’s penance is done, 
“Dabitur helps his brother. 


“Only, beware relapse!” 

The abbot hung his head. 
This beggar might be perhaps 
An angel, Luther said. 


KEY THOUGHTS 

Giving blesses him who gives, him who re- 
ceives, and glorifies God, if the giving is from a 
willing heart and in wisdom. Our Lord Himself 
sets a limitation on giving. Here giving is of little 
value. Only when throuch the gift a personal 
service of value is rendered is giving a blessing. 
Read Matthew 7:6. When we give for our own 
glory or satisfaction that others may think well of 
us the gift does not amount to much. Read 
Matthew 6:2-4 and Luke 21:1-4. 

Every gift we make should be directed intelli- 
gently to bringing blessing to others. Sometimes 
we can do this by personal interest and investiga- 
tion. Too many give thoughtlessly and their gifts 
instead of being blessings are a nuisance. Lowell 
says in the Vision of Sir Launfal, “The gift without 
the giver is bare.’ No one wants mere alms. 
Everyone responds to friendship. It is because of 
that that Jesus says, “It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.” Read Acts 20:35. Giving is a sure 
mark of our faith and a test of the genuineness 
of our love. Read James 2:14-20 and I John 3:13-18. 

Giving blesses the giver. When we are gener- 
‘ous our spirits expand and grow. Stinginess leads 
to unhappiness as surely as generosity leads to 
joy. The real prescription for happiness is, “Give 
and vive and give.” “Give, give, be always giving, 
Who gives not is not living; The more you give 
the more you live.’ Damned souls are those in 
whom love is dammed up so that it does not flow 
out in giving. Read II Corinthians 9:6-15; Mat- 
thew 25:31-40 and Ecclesiastes 11:1-6. 

Giving brings blessing to God. He loves to 
see His children sharing with Him in the joy of 
giving. He loves to see the evidence of true love 
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in the act of good-will. And the good we do leads 
others to thank God and praise to Him rises up 
because of our good deeds and our giving. Note 
again II Corinthians 9:11-13. So we are enriched, 
others are blessed and all praise God for His 
goodness. 

It is the experience of all generous givers that 
the more they give the more they have to give. 
When we use generously what God puts in our 
hands, He will put more in our hands. We will 
receive good measure, pressed down and running 
over. Read Luke 6:30-35, 38, and Malachi 3:10-12. 
No one can over-estimate the blessings of willing, 
intelligent giving. It multiplies blessings as the 
loaves and fishes were multiplied when the dis- 
ciples took each the little portior Jesus had given 
him and shared it with others until all were filled. 
Read Mark 8:1-9. 


For Discussion 

1. What is giving? 

2. What is intellgent giving? 

3. Why is giving to the Church or to a charity a 
worthy way to give? 

4. Why will not personal gifts be enough? 

5. How does giving bring blessing to God? 

7. What limits are there to giving? 

8. Why does generosity bring better sprit? 


Reference Helps 
R. E. Speer: Principles of Jesus, Chapters 22, 13 (Revell) 
L. Tolstoi: Where Love Is God Is. (Oxford Press) 
. Stump: Bible Teachings, Chapter 12 (ULCA) 
illiamson & Wallace: Stewardship in the Life of Youth (Revell) 


November 22, 1936 
24th Sunday after Trinity 


OUR NATIONAL THANKSGIVING DAY 
Psalm 111 
(By Rev. C. P. Harry, D.D., Norristown, Pa.) 
The material presented hére has not been worked up into a 
discourse. Many Leagues have expressed the desire for material 


which could be used at the Luther League meeting rather than to 
have a topic completely worked out merely to be read. 


Program 
Sing: “God of Our Fathers” 
Announce the Topic 
Read Psalm 138 
Sing: ‘“My Country, ’Tis of Thee” 
Present the Topic 
Offering (Special Music or Reading) 


Discussion 
Sing: “O Beautiful for Spacious” 
Pray 
Lord’s Prayer 
Benediction 
Poems 


F. D. Hemans: Landing of the Pilgrim Fathers. 
Margaret Sangster: A Song For Our Flag 
pole W. Howe: Battle Hymn of the Republic. 
entry VanDyke: America For Me. 
Alexander Blackburn: What Makes a Nation Great? 
Quotations 

To have learned to praise and give thanks while 
suffering disappointment and pain is to have learned 
the secret of triumphant faith. Selected. 

We should praise God not only when our plans 
succeed and we get what we want. We should praise 
Him also when He frustrates our plans and prevents us 
getting what we want to our own destruction. 

To attribute our success to our own skill is greatly 


to misunderstand God’s providence in our lives. To be. 


put out because things do not go as we wish, shows 
that we do not trust the Heavenly Father who does all 
things for our good. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


ASSIGNMENTS FOR MEMBERS 
Think—Thank ’ 
Only the thoughtless are ungrateful. If we think 
at all we will certainly be led to thank God for His 
goodness. Think and Thank are closely related. 


The Best Christian 

William Law, in his book, “The Serious Call to the 
Devout Life,” says: ‘“‘Would you know who is the 
greatest saint in the world? It is not he who prays most 
or fasts most: it is not he who gives most alms or is most 
eminent for temperance, chastity and justice; but it is 
he who is always thankful to God, who receives every- 
thing as an instance of God’s goodness and has a heart 
always ready to praise God for it.” 


The Way to Happiness 

William Law says again, “The shortest and easiest 
way to all happiness and all perfection is to make a rule 
for yourself to thank and praise God for everything that 
happens to you.” “Everyday may be made a day of 
thanksgiving. The spirit of murmuring and discontent 
will be unable to enter into the heart employed in 
singing the praises of God.” 


Christianity and Thankfulness 

Canon Gore, in commenting on the Epistle to the 
Ephesians, remarks: “Christianity is a religion of thank- 
fulness, True Christianity is inseparable from deep joy. 
The secret of that joy lies in continually looking up to 
God, His love, His purpose, His will. In proportion 
as we rejoice in the Lord, our religion will have attained 
power and attractiveness. 


Thanksgiving 


For the light and the day, 
For the stars and the night, 
For the clouds and the rain, 
Thanks be to God. 


For corn and bread, 
For fruit and wine, 
For meat and drink, 
Thanks be to God. 


For family and friends, 

For the Church and the Nation, 
That Christ rules the world, 
Thanks be to God. 


Two Peoples 

A certain people were blessed with abundance of all 
good things. They had been faced with hardship and 
disaster, but God’s providence led them into peace and 
plenty. They did not recognize that He had done it. 
They said: “Our courage, our skill, our wisdom have 
saved us. We have learned our lesson. We will guard 
against future disaster. We are a strong and capable 
people.” 

Time passed. Blessings continued to flow abun- 
dantly, but a spirit of discontent arose. The very 
abundance of the blessings became a cause of strife. 
Jealousy and rivalry, like foul weeds, flourished where 
gratitude and good-will should have bloomed. 


Nearby another people were also blessed with an 
abundance of all good things. They also had been faced 
with hardship and disaster. God’s providence led them 
into peace and plenty, Their rulers proclaimed a day of 
thanksgiving. All gave thanks gladly in their Churches 
and in public places. Hymns and songs of praise filled 
the air. 
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Time passed. Blessings flowed abundantly. Year by 
year, they gave thanks to God. Prosperity was hallowed 
by gratitude. Peace and contentment filled the land. 
Thanksgiving Day 

It appears that the first Thanksgiving Day on our 
continent was in the Massachusettes Bay Colony. After 
the first summer, when the crops were gathered in, and 
there appeared to be abundance so that there was no fear 
of the threat of starvation which had so tried the Colony 
the year before, the Governor called all the Colony to 
assemble and give thanks to God for His abundant pro- 
vision for their needs. 

Washington called the nation to Thanksgiving while 
he was president. Other presidents at different times 
summoned the nation to days of thanksgiving. In 1864, 
at the close of the Civil War, President Lincoln called 
the nation to thanksgiving on the last Thursday in 
November. Ever since then, it has become the custom 
of the president of the nation to summon the nation to 
thank God for His blessings on the last Thursday in 
November. 

Check the items you think are items of thankfulness 
this year: 

The depression is over. 

Nobody starved during this year. 
WW Ra 

The result of the election. 

The outcome of the Spanish revolt. 
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they had adequate shelter for their families, built 
a Church and school house often combined. The 
American public school system is the best in the 
world. Great universities and colleges—some of 
them leading the world in research and discovery 
and sending their graduates all over the face of 
the earth. Libraries and art museums, every facil- 
ity to learn knowledge and wisdom from one end 
of the land to the other. We thank God for 
American education and American intelligence. 
Read Proverbs 1:7-9. 

American spirit is universally recognized for 
its freedom, aggressiveness and democracy. No 
classes, little pomp, ready fraternizing, fearless- 
ness and ingenuitv—that is America. Part of it 
inherited from the pioneers, part of it the result of 
the varied racial strains mingled among our people. 
But American spirit is a great thing with its gener- 
osity, courage and fidelity. Read II Timothy 1:6-10. 

American standards are high. We in America 
have more comforts, more widely distributed than 
in any other part of the world, better facilities for 
every human need, greater opportunity. We are 
probably on the eve of great advances. Depression 
overcamé us for a while. Now we are very defi- 
nitely on the way out. Our institutions have stood 
the strain. They have proved effective. We thank 
God today for the hopes we have and the light that 
shines on the road ahead. No national Thanksgiv- 
ing Day is more appropriate than this one is. For 
the fulness of God’s blessings read Psalm 103. 


For Discussion 


1. Mention three special reasons for gratitude this 
Thanksgiving. 

2. What do you consider the most outstanding 
reason for national Thanksgiving this year? 

3. Who established the custom of annual national 
Thanksgiving days? 


The decrease in unemployment. 

The new plans for the Mid-West. 

Our trade balance. 

The greatest invention of the year. What is it? 
10. The results of the meeting of the United 

Lutheran Church in America. 
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KEY THOUGHTS 


The story of our national Thanksgiving Day 
is unique and typical of American life. When the 
harvests were abundant on the bleak New England 
shores and it appeared that God had given pro- 
vision for the long cold winter ahead, the devout 
men and women who formed the Colony lifted 
their hearts to God in thanksgiving. Their first 
thought was of God in their gratitude. Read Psalm 
145 and Psalm 65, 

National Thanksgivings were proclaimed on 
other occasions in our national history, until the 
custom became established, after Lincoln appointed 
the fourth Thursday in November in 1864. Since 
then each president has followed his example 
annually. 

Our nation has much for which to be grateful. 
It was established by men and women who held 
liberty and’ righteousness to be supreme. Many of 
them had left their native lands in order to worship 
God according to the dictates of their conscience. 
They were opposed to tyranny of every kind. That 
is a heritage for which we must always thank God. 
Read Psalm 144. 

No other nation possesses greater variety of 
natural resources than ours. It extends from the 
tropics to the arctic in an almost unbroken block. 
It has broad plains, high mountains, the largest 
fresh water lakes in the world, some of the world’s 
greatest rivers, mineral resources of untold wealth, 
fertile soil and a great desert. For our land we 
cannot help but thank God every year. Psalm 33. 

From the very beginning education has held a 
high place in American life. Pioneers even before 


4. What is the most appropriate way to celebrate 
Thanksgiving? 

5. Should there be community services, or is it 
better for each congregation to gather in its own Church? 


Reference Helps 


Articles in current magazines. 


November 29, 1936 
First Sunday in Advent 


CHRISTIANITY AND COMMUNISM IN CHINA 
James 5:1-11 
(By Rev. Chas. H. Reinbrecht, Missionary to China) 


Suggested Hymns 


“Oh, For a Faith That Will Not Shrink.” 
“Oh, Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go.” 
“The Son of Man Goes Forth to War.” 
Suggested Questions on Scripture Passage 
What testimony against these rich ones? Why? 
What is the final end of ill-gotten gain? ‘ : 
Who is the final judge? How should we await His coming? 
Who are our examples? 


Suggested Personal Questions 


Am I more concerned about temporal or eternal things? 
Am I more interested in gain or in the right? 
Can I suffer for righteousness’ sake? How much? 


Aims: To contrast the methods of Communism and Christianity. 
To make clear the present need of China for Christ. To challenge 
the Leaguers with their part in the outstanding conflict of the day. 

Communism and Christianity are bidding for the heart of the 
world. Christ’s followers have much wooing to do in order to win 
the world for Christ, the Bridegroom. The great choice is between 
“riches” and “righteousness” or “the mess of pottage” and “the 
birthright.” Which shall it be? 


The Problem of China 
China has some four thousand years of history be- 
hind her, some four or five hundred millions of people at 
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present, and no doubt some great future before her. In 
her adjustment to modern life the Chinese have to face 
tremendous problems, economically, socially, politically, 
But the basic problem here, 
Our 


as well as internationally. 
as elsewhere in the world, is that of personality. 
whole life depends on the character of our citizens. 

Vhen the Chinese ask me what is wrong with their 
country, often I reply by asking them, holding up my 
five-fingered hand, “If you have five men, how many 
‘hearts’ do you have?” Usually they answer, “Five,” but 
one man said, “Six,’ This means that each is seeking 
his own, unconcerned about the other fellow or about his 
nation. This applies not only to the war lords and ban- 
dit chiefs but also to the peasants themselves as well as 
many of the leaders in the nationalistic movement. 

In contact with the modern world China has been 
forced out of its old mold. The old order has been 
changing. The new has been feeling its way and fre- 
quently changing what program it had. The attempts 
of the nationalistic party have been thwarted by the 
efforts of the conservative and radical forces alike. The 
old war lords and bandit forces were still a menace to 
the people in many quarters. Many of the leaders were 
only “salving” the situation because they failed to realize 
the magnitude of the changes necessary for China to 
become a modern nation. As there was no application, 
on their part, of a real remedy at the source of the 
conditions calling for change, so there was no real pro- 
gram concertedly carried on with persistent and .co- 
operative enthusiasm. 


To be sure there was a small minority who were 
very enthusiastic and zealous in their activity to push 
forward the nationalistic program as laid down by their 
leader Sun Yat Sen. But even these were not well sup- 
ported by the people and other leaders and their program 
was lacking in definiteness as well as depth. 

The Method of Communism in China 

In the early days of the nationalistic movement the 
Russians had a vision of a Communistic State. In the 
chaotic conditions in China they realized their oppor- 
tunity. When other Western nations were standing by 
on the sidelines waiting to see what was going to hap- 
pen in the Far East, the Soviet government offered men 
and money to help the nationalistic party put across its 
program. When not allowed to put through their 
whole program, they continued working along on the 
side as well as spread their propaganda. Basil Matthews 
claims that thus they gave the nationalistic party its four 
essentials for success—a clear coherent program, strict 
party discipline, an efficient military machine, and a 
technique of propaganda. 


As in Russia so here their program has for its goal 
a world revolution in the interests of the masses who 
are loyal to them. To accomplish this purpose they work 
through organized labor linked up with the peasant popu- 
lation, In carrying out this program they use two prin- 
ciple methods. One is the widespread use of literature 
and propaganda material in the hands and minds of its 
apostles. The other is the active agents working in 
organized groups or organizing groups. These apostles 
know their messages and arguments. They hand them 
on with enthusiasm and conviction that takes by storm 
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those who are in doubt or uncertain of the way out of the 
present situation. 


How It Works 

Besides the use of propaganda already mentioned, 
the Communists were active in their support of various 
war lords in their revolt against the nationalistic govern- 
ment and in their efforts to get the nationalistic forces to 
fight with Japan. However, in the country districts 
their methods are more clearly discernable. Their agents 
come to a village or district where with the help of local 
youths they may get possession of the deeds to the 
properties, especially of the more well-to-do land owners. 
Later these deeds are burnt, The owners are driven out 
or killed. The land is divided up among the peasants. 
The village is put under a local committee which is loyal 
to the Communists who in turn are backed by their own 
armies of well-organized soldiers. The local committee 
is related to the larger committee for the district. In 
this way this becomes an organized state within the 
Chinese territory. 

A number of these states covering wide areas have 
existed in different parts at the same time. In Septem- 
ber, 1931, it is reported that there were some three 
hundred thousand -trained soldiers controlling some 
seventy millions of people. Although these were not all in 
adjacent territory, still they presented the largest single 
unified group in the country. 


Growth and Development 

The growth and development of the Communistic 
movement can be traced here only briefly. While the 
height of its power in its organized activity was reached 
about 1931, still the crisis in 1927, furnishes us with a 
convenient division of the period into two phases, namely, 
before and after 1927. Before 1927 the Communists were 
continually increasing in numerical strength and in extent 
of territory controlled, through their activities among 
the student groups and through the labor unions. They 
utilized the student movement in 1919, for their own 
ends with a decided increase in the use of literature. 
Chinese students were specially trained in Russia to 
carry on this work. 

In the same year in a gesture of friendship, Russia 
granted the abolition of extraterritoriality. As the nation- 
alistic-minded students were clamoring for this, their 
hold on the students was thereby strengthened. This 
was followed with an organization for young people 
embodying Communistic principles. 

While the industrial area of China is comparatively 
not large—only fifteen percent—this is located in the 
cities which are scattered in widely-separated sections 
of the country. Here the Communists sought to. secure 
a foothold. During 1925 to 1927 they were busy reor- 
ganizing existing labor unions. In 1927 this effort cul- 
minated in the seizure of the native section of Shanghai 
by armed workers. 

At the same time the Communistic bandits in the 
country-side were especially active following in the 
wake of the nationalistic forces as they marched north- 
ward from Canton, In this way they were able to bring 
many thousands of peasants under their control. These 
peasants were not interested in the matter of government 
nor in the principle of the movement, but simply for 
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what they could get out of it—“possession of a strip of 
land.” 

After 1927, with the rise to power of Chiang Kai 
Shek, the foes of the Communists found a leader. As 
soon as he secured control over the Yangtze valley from 
Hankow to Shanghai, he openly opposed the Commun- 
istic activities. In 1927, he suppressed the uprising in 
Shanghai and then in the Wu Han area. In 1931, he put 
down speedily the insurrection in Canton. This left only 
the country districts under the control of the Commun- 
ists with no connection with the city areas or the outside 
world. Not until 1934 did Chiang launch his great offen- 
sive of airplanes and cavalry which dislodged the Com- 
munists from their strongholds south of the Yangtze, 
scattering them to the south and west. While the 
danger is still present that they may return if the oppor- 
tunity is given, the immediate crisis has passed. 


The Way of Christianity 

Christianity has slowly won its way against the 
barriers of custom, tradition and age-old beliefs and 
superstitions until today it is recognized as one of the 
forces in molding the nation’s destiny. In contrast to 
Communism the way of Christianity is the preaching and 
teaching of the Gospel truths to bring individuals to 
repentance and faith, Then through these regenerated 
individuals is the family, society, and nation changed. 
The motive force is love in contrast to hate engendered 
by the Communists. Through this love shed abroad in 
lives of service other hearts are melted, lives “reborn” 
and the character of the people is molded. 

One of the chief contributions of Christianity to 
China has been consecrated personalities. Persons in 
responsible positions in the government, in education, 
in social welfare work, have acclaimed for their Chris- 
tian character and trustworthiness. The number has been 
out of all proportion to the number of Christians in the 
Chinese nation. The influence of such leaders as Sun Yat 
Sen, Chiang Kai Shek, T. V. Soong, and H. H. Kung has 
kept China from acceding to the advances of Commun- 
ism and saved China from becoming a Communistic 
nation many years ago. 


Growth and Development 

Following the years of unprecedented growth of the 
first decade of the present century, a reaction set in 
which increased until 1927. With the world war came 
not only the nationalistic movement but also the loss of 
prestige on the part of the westerner in China. In the 
wake of the war the tide of radicalism, of which Com- 
munism was a part, flooded China as well as elsewhere. 
Chinese Christians, together with missionaries, suffered 
much persecution. Mission schools were attacked and 
many of them in the interior were forced to close. Thus 
the efforts of the Christian Church were greatly 
hampered. Although there was a steady growth in the 
Christian Community, still the rapidity of accessions 
decreased and there were many who fell away under the 
duress of the times. With loss of many leaders, mission- 
aries and Chinese either through death or through evac- 
uation, the outlook for the future was very black indeed. 

But since 1927, the tide has again turned in favor 
of the Lord of the harvest. The period of the indigenous 
Church has arrived. The Chinese have risen to assume 
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new responsibility in leadership as well as in the regular 
duties of Church membership. There has been a decided 
increase in the part played by the average Christian in 
supporting and spreading the Christian Church and 
message. There is a new joy manifested in singing and 
witnessing. The number of converts has increased by 
many thousands annually and promised to exceed that of 
the first decade of the twentieth century. 


The Issue 

According to E. Stanley Jones: “In China, the issue 
is clear cut. Either Carl Marx or Jesus Christ will deter- 
mine the future of that land.” Chiang Kai-shek sends 
an appeal to the American people through a Christian 
bishop, sawing that, “all educated China is weighing the 
relative merits of Christianity and Communism and is 
deciding upon which to build the future!” (Christ’s 
Alternative to Communism by Jones.) 


The Challenge 

The Marxian Theory maintains “that history shows 
that the possessing class whether under slavery, feudal- 
ism or capitalism will never voluntarily surrender its 
power.” 

“This world of ours cannot exist half-stuffed and 
half-starved,” recalls our failure to distribute the bless- 
ings so abundantly given us by God. This provides 
Russian Communism with a real opportunity to demon- 
strate that “it has founded a society on a higher prin- 
ciple, namely, that of co-operation.” 

This principle, together with their “passion for social 
justice and the willingness of leaders to live the simple 
life of sacrificial sharing,’ have a real appeal to men of 
any nation and class. “Instead of asking special privi- 
leges, they impose unusual sacrifices upon themselves; 
instead of special leniency they demand heaviest penal- 
ties on party members” and “probably no officials or 
party leaders in the world, apart from Gandhi and his 
followers, so uniformly live the strenuous and simple 
life or self-denial.” This has appeal to the 
Chinese. 

Just let this picture register: A Chinese Commun- 
istic girl ready to die said to her friends gathered 
around her, “Do not weep for me I am dying for a 
cause. You will go on living for what?” Match it with 
this appraisal of the “triumph of John and Betty Stam,” 
in their martyrdom for Christ: “Seldom, if ever, has any 
missionary career of such brevity made a more profound 
impression upon so many persons in every part of the 
world.’’—Glover, 


Our Part 

Here, then, is the great challenge to us to live out 
the message of the cross in lives of sacrificial, loving 
service. The appeal of China in these days of oppor- 
tunity and decision calls to us for increased prayers and 
gifts of lives and means to help the spiritual harvest that 
is ripe. Through this harvest of individuals and an 
extended program of social reconstruction we may have 
a real part in the task of raising these people up to a 
nation prepared to make her contribution to the family 
of nations. 

The Tai Tung Chen project is one step in this pro- 
gram. Here is the call to the Leaguers for a definite part 


special 
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in the above task. The Luther League, through the 
acceptance of this objective has inspired increased inter- 
est and effort upon the part of the Chinese themselves. 
Through’ the completion of this project the Luther 
League will make an outstanding contribution to the 
Chinese Church and to its youth and through these to 
the community and nation. 
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Some Contrasts 
Communism 

Religion of this world only 

Method of force 

Trust in man 

Economic and social equality 

Self-denial for sake of reward 

Takes law in own hands 

Sickle and Hammer 


Christianity 
Religion of other worldliness in 
the present world 
Method of love 
Trust in God 
Soul salvation and 
generation . 
Self-sacrifice out of gratitude 
Abides His time 
The cross 


society re- 
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The Revember Intermediate Tepics 


November 1, 1936 
“AFRICAN BRIDGE BUILDERS” 


The above is the title of the missionary book to be 
studied by Intermediate Luther Leagues during 1937. 
It is also one of five books in the 1937 Intermediate 
Reading Course. 

The topic for today is in the nature of a review of 
the book. And the reason for the review is to whet 
your appetite sufficiently to purchase the book, read it, 
and use it as a mission study book. Its price is 60 cents 
with paper cover, $1.00 with cloth cover. Purchase from 
the Lutheran Publication House, 

The Review 

Foreword: “African Bridge Builders” is a collection 
of stories that have come out of Africa, depicting the 
varied life of the great African continent. The stories 
have been selected from an unusually interesting series 
of small volumes entitled “Little Books for. Africa.” 
The books are intended for use in schools in Africa 
where English forms the medium of instruction and for 
general reading by African Christians who have received 
their education in English. 

Many of the stories were originally set down exactly 
as told in various African languages by men and women 
of widely scattered tribes. Other books, or stories, in 
the series were written by missionaries who are endeay- 
oring to create a literature suited to conditions and needs 
of African youth. 

Chapter I 

There are eight chapters. The first is entitled “Africa 
Close-Up,” by Wm. C. Bell. It is a brief, concise, thirty- 
page history of Africa—customs, habits, superstitions, 
beliefs, fears—yes, her very soul. The good and evil of 
these black people are written into this chapter. The 
story of the white man’s use and abuse of his discovery 
upon setting foot on African soil is told. Finally, the 
New Africa is pictured. 

Chapter II 

“Some African Fables and Folk Tales,” is the title. 
Four delightful fables await the reader. Each contains 
a strong moral with a view of impressing certain virtues 
upon the minds of African youth. The titles of the four 
fables are: ‘““Why the Hare has long ears,” “The Rabbit 
and the Fox,” “The Story of the Two Friends,” and 
“The Story of Kintu.” The fable, “The Story of the 
two Friends,” deals with a lazy, miserable boy, who goes 
into the jungles to figure out for himself whether he 
was to become a wise man or a fool. He meets up with 
a lion and they engage in conversation as follows: 

“What are you doing here all alone?” said the lion 
severely, 


“T am miserable,” said the boy, “and I have come 
into the forest to think, for I do not know whether f 
am a wise man or a fool.” 

“Ts that all you think about?” said the hon. 

“Ves,” answered the boy. “I think about it night and 
day.” 

“Then you are a fool,” said the lion decidedly. “Wise 
men think about things that benefit the country.’ And 
he walked away. In turn the boy is plied with the same 
question by other animals of the jungle, and with the 
same sort of reply the lion gave. The outcome of it all 
was that the boy returned to his parents and became a 
better potter than his. father. 

Chapter III 

“Stories from African Campfires,” is the title. Three 
interesting stories comprise this chapter. “Good for 
Byil” is the name of one of the stories. It is about 
Malungu, the landowner, and Bendu, the trusted slave. 
Together they go to the market to buy more slaves. 
Among others Bendu selected an old man. Malungu 
objected, but allowed his purchase. Back home the old 
slave became ill, and Bendu nursed him like a mother 
would her child. Malungu, being curious, asked Bendu 
who the man was that he showed so much interest in 


him. “Is he your father?” asked Malungu. “No, he is 
not my father,’ replied Bendu. ‘A relative?’ asked 
Malungu, “Not even a relative,’ Bendu replied. ‘“Per- 


haps a friend?” continued Malungu. “He is no friend of 
mine!” exclaimed Bendu emphatically. “Then what is 
he really to you?” enjoined Malungu. “Master,” said 
Bendu, “this old slave is my enemy. As a child he stole 
me away from my parents, which was an unjust deed. 
Now there burns in my heart a strong desire not to 
return evil for evil.” 
Chapter IV 

“Margaret” is the title. A touching, true story of a 
child whose mother was beheaded the day after giving 
birth to her. The cruel death of Margaret’s mother was 
ordered in the belief that Pegwe, the favorite slave of the 
queen’s mother and father of Margaret should be accom- 
panied into “the realm of the dead” by his four youngest 
wives. Margaret was named Shasembe—that is, “Thou 
Salutest the Light with a Lie.” At the age of six she 
was given to an officer of the court as his wife. At the 
age of twelve she was married to Mahma, a lord to the 
King. She became a Christian, suffering all manner of 
persecution. She was whipped, then sold into slavery 
by her husband. Margaret was redeemed by a Christian, 
whereupon the story of her life consists of still other 
hardships, but of faithfulness and final life-service as a 
nurse in a hospital for children. 
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Chapter V 

- ‘“Bishop Crowther,” is the title. The story of the 
first negro Bishop of the Church of England. A most 
challenging narrative of a life lived long and loyally for 
Christ among fellow countrymen, From slave to Bishop 
is the story of this great man of God. From the jungles 
of Africa to the throne of England goes the Bishop. 
And into the admiration of every reader of his life will 
he enter, 


Chapter IV 

“King Khama” is the title. The story of an African 
King who became a Christian and who ruled his people 
according to the teachings of his Master. Khama first 
learned about Christ from a hunter. Later the great 
Livingstone touched his life. Khama proved his courage 
in battle, his faithfulness to Christ in dealing with those 
whom he conquered. 


Chapter VII 

“The Blood Brother,” is the title. A story of Cullen 
Reed, who went to Africa as an engineer, but died there 
a missionary. Reed was challenged by a friend “to learn 
about the Africans at first hand,” after remarking how 
lazy they were. With real abandon, no hardship too 
great, Reed threw himself into the task. But you must 
read this story to be gripped by its message and by the 
personality of Cullen Reed. 


Chapter VIII 

“Africans All,’ is the title. A story of two young 
men, who, as children, had gone to a Christian school, 
but as they grew up forgot what they had learned about 
Jesus. Later in life a stranger brings them back to Him, 
and the story is begun of a work that will never cease 
just because two young men were won to Christ. 

The limitations of space prevent further review of 
this most interesting book. You won’t go wrong in 
buying it. 


November 8, 1936 


WHAT IS PRAYER? 
John 17 


Prayer is just what I’m doing as I write to you teen- 
age youth—it is talking about something that is of 
interest to both of us. We have common interests. As 
Headquarter’s Secretary I set up and promote a pro- 
gram. You adopt that program and put it into motion. 


Just so, God set up a program. He’s our Head- 
quarter’s Secretary. His program in times past was pro- 
moted by chosen men who were familiar with it. These 
men talked to God and God talked to them about how 
to go about putting the program across. Finally God 
sent His own Son to complete His program. And it was 
through prayer that Jesus kept in touch with the will of 
His Father as concerning the details of the program. 
Many were the details of God’s program. 


Prayer is Victory Over Opposition 
In the first place the devil tried to persuade Jesus 
to throw the program to the four winds and adopt his 
program of worldliness and sin. But by talking with 
God, Jesus stuck faithfully to God’s program. Next we 
find Jesus balked in carrying out God’s program by men 
whom we have come to know in the Bible as Scribes and 
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Pharisees. Likewise, Jesus is confronted by His own 
disciples to forsake God’s program by establishing an 
earthly kingdom, thus saving Himself the terrible tor- 
tures of death that were demanded of Him by sticking 
close to God’s program, Again Jesus talked with God 
and asked for instructions to carry on gloriously. Our 
lesson-today tells us that Jesus prayed, “Glorify Thy Son, 
that Thy Son also glorify Thee.” At another time Jesus 
prayed, “Thy will be done. ’ 

Jesus was first, last and always interested and con- 
cerned about doing God’s will, or putting it in another 
form, carrying out God’s program. To do this He needed 
fresh instructions, fresh courage—and prayer was His 
method of getting what He needed. 


Prayer—Our Aid 

Now the program of God is still in effect. The 
responsibility for it is ours, however.. Jesus delegated it 
to us. In the prayer, on which our lesson is based, Jesus 
assured God that “I (Jesus) am glorified in them (His 
disciples). We are those disciples of the year 1936. As 
His disciples the responsibility for God’s program falls 
upon us. How.-shall we meet those responsibilities? 
There’s only one way—by talking it over with God and 
then following out God’s instructions, just as Jesus did. 


Prayer—The Doorway To Forgiveness 

God’s program, for instance, requires you and me to 
forgive our enemies. Now you and I want to do that, but 
of ourselves we cannot. So we go in prayer to the One 
who wants us to love our enemies and ask Him for full 
instructions on how to do it. After we have talked a 
while with God we are supposed to listen a while. 
Presently the answer comes back in one way or another. 
Maybe in the form of taking God at His word and 
actually going to one who has hurt us and straighten- 
ing things out. 


Prayer—God’s Control of Us 

Now God doesn’t do for us what we can do for 
ourselves. But through prayer He directs us how to 
bring the thing to pass that we want, which, of course, 
we are assuming is in accordance with His will. Prayer 
is not a switch control that we use on God, but rather 
one that He uses on us. Jesus prayed, “Thy will be 
done.’ So must our prayer be. 

According to the program God has set down in the 
Bible for us it is His will that we Christians get along 
together. We can’t work out His program if we're 
always quarreling and differing with one another. Here's 
where prayer comes in. Prayer is to a group of believ- 
ing Christians what a binder is to the pages of a book— 
it holds them together. 

God’s program calls for a life of righteousness, clean- 
liness, sincerity, truth, honesty and the like. In short 
we are to be Christ-like. Needless to say we are ex- 
pected to do a very hard thing. Living Christ-like is a 
big job. But any big job demands big efforts. A con- 
tractor calls in consulting engineers when faced with a 
big task; the physician calls in consulting physicians 
when baffled with a hard case. So, the Christian must 
call in Jesus, his consulting Soul-Physician, when tried 
and put to the test. Prayer is the consultive method 
given us to get in touch with the source of all strength 


and power. 
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Prayer—Natural To Man 

natural and approach to the 
Some people think that prayer is un- 
natural and difficult. Not so, because men everywhere, 
pray. Not all men pray to the God of the Bible, but they 
pray nevertheless, which is convincing evidence that men 
have needs that can alone be satisfied by a higher power. 
Let us not then imagine that prayer is a devised form of 
Christianity. It is the heart-beat of a life that is lived 
in faith toward God. 


Prayer is a simple 


throne of grace. 


Prayer—Our Thermometer 

Prayer is the thermometer of our souls. It registers 
the warmth of our faith toward God and our love toward 
man. It must be our spiritual 
heart-beat, It indicates to others the power of our lives. 
John Knox prayed and wrestled with God for years to 
be given the soul of Scotland. So earnest was he in his 
prayer that on one occasion he cried out to God: “Oh 
God, give me Scotland or I die.” That prayer was not 
only heard by the King of Kings, but as well by Mary, 
Queen of Scotland. Just how forcibly she heard John 
Knox’s prayers is indicated in one of her declarations: 
“TI fear the prayer of John Knox more than an army of 
10,000 men.” 


It is as essential as air. 


November 15, 1936 
LEARNING TO PRAY 
Luke 11:1-13 
Learn Early 

Anything learned well is learned early in life. We 
learned to walk because we were taught to do so as soon 
as our legs were strong enough. Sickness very often 
deprives older people of the use of their legs and as a 
result they must learn to walk all over again. Such 
persons will tell you that it is a very hard matter for 
them to re-learn to walk. 

Early we are taught to pray. Most of us learned to 
lisp the child’s nightly prayer, “Now I lay me down to 
sleep.” But then prayer-sickness took hold on us and for 
years we knew not how to pray. Then came the time 
when we wanted to re-learn how to pray. And how 
hard that is! 

Continue Praying 

Continued praying is just as necessary as continued 
walking, if we would be saved the trouble of learning all 
over again. As Intermediates you have the opportunity 
to keep on praying. There’s no need for a prayer holiday 
for you. The Bible’s sane advice to pray without ceas- 
ing should mean to us who have the chance to keep. on 
praying not only to fill the day with ceaseless prayer, 
but also to fill the years from childhood to adulthood 
with ceaseless prayer. 

Try, Try Again 

Learning to pray is like learning to do anything 
else. We must try and keep on trying until we have 
mastered it. Learning to roller skate is one of the hard- 
est jobs a youngster has to do. If he is sensitive to the 
laughter of his playmates, or to the bumps of his awk- 
wardness, he’ll never learn, And watching others won't 
help much. No, he must strike out and master the job 
for himself. So it is with prayer. Don’t let the snicker- 
ings of your fellow-Leaguers nor your own awkwardness 
keep you from learning to pray in public. Go ahead! 
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God Is Pleased With Our Pleas 

A big help in learning to pray is in knowing that 
God wants you to come to Him and unload your burdens 
and tell Him all that is in your heart. You don’t hesi- 
tate to go to your school teacher for help in some prob- 
lem of study, nor to your parents in some problem of 
the home, because you know they want to help you. 
For the same reason you know that God wants to help 
you in all your problems of life. 

It is also a help in learning to pray to know that 
God likes to be recognized. The Psalmist was wont to 
cry out: “Praise ye the Lord.” We praise our parents 
and our friends, and they like us to do it. God likes us 
to recognize Him with prayer, praise and thanksgiving. 

Why? How? When? Where? 

In learning anything we must know the why, the 
how, the when and the where of it. Even learning to 
roller skate raises such questions. For instance, you 
can’t roller skate very well on dirty roads, nor very 
safely on concrete streets where there’s a lot of traffic. 
Nor can you roller skate just any time of the day, for 
school must be attended, home duties done, ete. 

In learning to pray such questions as when, how, 
and why and where enter in. Let us try to give a reason 
for prayer-learning by asking ourselves these questions: 

Why Pray? To praise God for His goodness (read 
Psalm 103:2); to declare your faith and allegiance before 
Him; to confess your sins and receive forgiveness; to 
receive help against temptation (read Matthew 26:41); 
to seek a blessing upon others; and “to put all into His 
hands that He may lead and use and keep according to 
His will.” 

How To Pray. There are several parts to this ques- 
tion. What arrangement of ideas or order of petitions 
should be followed? Should we stand, sit or kneel when 
praying? Should we repeat the prayers of others, frame 
our own prayers, pray alone or together? Our answer 
to these questions is found in the methods and habits of 
Jesus when in prayer. We. like His disciples, must ask 
Him to be taught to pray, What does He tell us? First 
of all Jesus tells us that God is our Father. Thus He 
defines God as the God of Heaven, whose name is to be 
honored, whose kingdom is in the process of formation 
and whose will is to be done. So we must first place 
God in His divine relationship to ourselves and do Him 
fitting honor and respect, Next we must thank Him for 
our daily needs, such as food, clothes, shelter, friends, and 
the like. Following this we must implore Him to for- 
give us of all our sins—sins done against ourselves, 
against others and against God. Then we ask for divine 
strength for protection against the evils that beset us 
on all sides. We close in the name of Jesus. 

The chief thing about our prayer position is in 
having the right -heart-attitude. God hears fervent and 
sincere prayers no matter whether offered when stand- 
ing up, sitting down or kneeling. Yet the position 
naturally fits into the surroundings when at prayer. Bed- 
time prayers should be offered on bended knees. Crawl- 
ing into bed first and saying your prayers afterwards 
isn’t a good practice in the learning of prayer. Private 
prayers may be offered while kneeling or sitting, depend- 
ing on the circumstances. Group prayers in our Church 
are offered while standing. 
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We should use every means and occasion for praver. 
It is a good thing to pray about everything—any time, 
any where. A sunset or a rain, a blessing or a sorrow, 
a friend or a foe—whatever and whosoever happens 
across the pathway of life, should give us just reason 
to pray, 

It is a good thing to read the prayers of others, for 
then we are taught different forms of prayer. But the 
prayer that does one the most good is that which pours 
forth out of the fullness of the soul. 

When and Where to Pray. Have regular times and 
places for prayer, Set such times and places apart to 
the glory of God and let nothing interfere with keeping 
“watch” with Him. 


November 22, 1936 
HOW PRAYER IS ANSWERED 
Matthew 15:21-28 

Certainly God answers prayer. One writer on the 
subject of prayer goes so far as to say that “prayer 
changes things.” Can anyone imagine God changing 
His mind? Well, we can’t say that He does that exactly, 
but this is what He does do: He changes our minds to 
fit His mind. Prayer changes us to such an extent that 
we fall into line with God’s will, as well as fall heir to 
the gifts He has ready for all who show worthiness to 
receive them. 

1. Yes, prayer changes things. It changes the mind 
of the pray-er. The more one prays the more he tones 
his thought and petitions to fit the will of God. 

When my children were younger and believed in a 
Santa Claus they put no limit on that old fellow’s ability 
to bring them anything they wanted. Now it is different. 
Their list of things at Christmas is so modified as to fit 
the known ability of their parents to give. 

Doubtless many people think of God as my children 
once thought of Santa Claus. To them He has an inex- 
haustible supply of gifts of all sorts to bestow upon 
anyone having the mind to pray for them. Anyone think- 
ing that God is a Santa Claus is sure to find his stock- 
ing empty when he awakens from prayer. 

2. Prayer changes things. It changes our otherwise 
frail minds and so fortifies them as to make an earnest 
praying soul to keep on praying until he gets a satis- 
factory answer from God. His prayers may go un- 
answered once, twice and for many times; but he knows 
if he keeps on, in time his faith will be rewarded. The 
woman of Canaan in our lesson for the day is an 
example of this. 

Praying for something that we want badly is about 
the same as working for something we want badly, If 
a thing is worth having, we’re willing to work for it if it 
takes us a lifetime. Why not then pray for something 
that is of just as great importance to our soul-life as 
the thing we labor for is of importance to our earthly 
life? 

3. Prayer changes things. It changes my little self 
from its prided position to one in company with others. 
The more one prays the less he prays for himself but 
the more he prays for others. By constant prayer one 
seeks fewer gifts for himself but more for his fellows. 

4. Prayer changes things. It restores the sick to 
health and gives the dying courage to face death as 
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good soldiers of Christ. It 
man; it softens the hard-hearted; reclaims the lost; 
restores the fallen; heals the wounded and puts new 
hope in the weary and him that is heavy laden. 

5. Prayer changes things. It fills up a gasoline 
tank. Now isn’t that a funny one to pull off on us, you 
say? But it is true. To prove it I'll tell you about it as 
it was told to me by a fellow Luther Leaguer who 
motored from California to Pennsylvania to attend school 
at Muhlenberg College. This young fellow, who is study- 
ing for the ministry, left his home in California with 2 
little money, but a lot of faith in his ability to make 
enough money on the road by fixing radios to get im 
to Allentown, Pa. One morning he awoke with only 12 
cents in his pocket and little gasoline in the tank. Ajt-r 
spending ten cents for breakfast he had two cents left. 
Whereupon he set out to locate a repair job on some 
run-down radio, He combed one little town without suc- 
cess, so he set out toward the next town. Before reach- 
ing the town his car started to spit and sputter on a hill, 
which meant out of gas. While coasting down the hill he 
said he prayed to God to make it possible for him to get 
a repair job at the combination house and filling station 
that he saw at the foot of the hill. When he inquired 
if they had a radio that needed fixing they replied that 
they did. He bargained with them to make the repairs 
in exchange for gas. 
from where he started out in the morning, he reached a 
relative’s home somewhere in Ohio with $1.37 in his 
pockets and gas in the tank. Hear him tell that story and 
youll be convinced as I that his prayer 
answered. 

6. Prayer changes things. Who hasn’t been helped 
out of an emergency through prayer? Two years ago 
in the winter, I found myself madly tearing down a steep 
hill in Roaring Springs, Pa., in my car without brakes 
of any sort, and with the universal joint torn out. Did 
I pray as my car picked up speed and as I neared a 
stone wall at the foot of the hill, that God would give me 
a clear road ahead so that I could turn to the left, and 
gradually get my car stopped on the up-hill? Tl say I 
prayed, and no man can convince me that it was a mere 
coincidence that another car was not coming along about 
the time I reached the bottom of the hill. 

There must be the right attitude in prayer, other- 
wise we cannot look for an answer. 

Prayer is not a demand note upon God, but a 
promissory note. In other words, our receiving is de- 
pendent upon meeting the terms necessary for God to 
make payment. Prayer’s answers come in unexpected 
ways. The other evening a neighbor and I were out 
searching for an owl that has been disturbing us for 
months. Our search included a strong flashlight and a 
gun. It wasn’t long until we heard the owl hooting. By 
continued hootings we traced him to one of two trees, 
but beyond that we couldn’t spot him. Presently in the 
wake of the light I saw the owl in flight. By turning 
the flashlight in the direction the owl flew, we were able 
to see where he settled. That owl will never hoot again. 
Here’s the point. We were looking on one tree for the 
owl and he flew off the other tree. When you pray, 
keep both eyes open and look about everywhere for the 
blessings that are sure to come. 


reconciles the embittered 


That night, four hundred miles 


Was Was 
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IT know not by what methods rare, 

But this I know: God answers prayer. 

I know not when He sends the word 

That tells us fervent prayer is heard. 

I know it cometh soon or late; > 

Therefore we need to pray and wait. 

I know not if the blessing sought 

Will come in just the guise of thought. 

I leave my prayers with Him alone 

Whose will is wiser than my own.—Anonymous 


November 29, 1936 
MUST I ALWAYS FORGIVE? 
Matthew 18:21-35 


Advertising It 
On_a poster print, ‘Must I Always Forgive?’ Beneath, write 
“Who Said So?” Give date, time, and place of meeting. 
Suitable Program 
Consult the Quarterly Helps for this. 


Introducing the Topic 


Our topic fits into a real big problem of life. ‘‘How often must I 
bear the insults and injuries of my associates?’ is a live and burning 
question before all of us. But it is a question to be solved. And its 
solution early in life saves youth from a lot of trouble. Not to 
forgive leads to wrangling, grudge-bearing, spite gossip, and in 
thousands of cases to bodily harm and murder and crimes of all 
sorts. To forgive, on the other hand, leads to “‘Speace of mind” and 
a brotherly attitude toward one’s fellow-men. 


If Nations Would Only Forgive 
Not many months ago Italy conquered Ethiopia. 
Why did a big, bully nation pick a scrap with a little, 
defenseless nation like Ethiopia? Many reasons can be 
given, but one reason is the answer, namely: To settle 
a long-standing grudge, Many years ago Italy’s fighting 
forces were badly beaten by the Ethiopians. That hurt 
the pride of Italy. From that time on Italy swore ven- 
geance. Finally, in 1936, she got it. Whether or not 
Ethiouia had committed a wrong against Italy years ago, 
it stands to reason that a forgiving spirit on the part of 
Italy would have been in keeping with the spirit of Jesus 
Christ. Furthermore, the end is not yet. This act of 
Italy’s, together with the same unforgiving spirit that 
dominates all European nations, will, in the not too 

distant future bring about another great war. 


Every decent person, whether in America or any 
other part of the world wants peace. But the limiting of 
armaments will not produce peace. Only a full equip- 
ment of the spirit of forgiveness will do it. 


If Individuals Would Only Forgiv: 

Individuals, like nations, must forgive. 
cannct set limitations to forg:vene s. Christ 
them, and we are His followers. Can we remuin real, 
true Christians and not forgive. 

If we'd give ourselves a close-up study, the matter 
of forgiving others would be automatically solved. Who 
doesn’t need to be forgiven for many things? In the 
sight of God each person is condemned. Therefore, why 
look for the mote in the other fellow’s eye when we 
carry a beam around with us in our eye? 


And we 
removes 


We cannot afford to hold enmity and malice in our 
hearts toward anyone, no matter what his deeds or his 
degree of sorrow or apology. 

Even though we do not forgive to the depth that 
we might, yet we can treat an enemy courteously and 
kindly. 

Think of the broken hearts, the sadness, the misery 
in this world because people will not forgive, Just a 
smile, an acquiescence, a nod to signify forgiveness— 
what these would mean to many a heavy heart. 
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You can’t be happy in knowing that one whom 
you've hurt holds a grudge against you. Neither can 
another whom you have hurt or wronged. That’s a load 
to drag anyone down. Christ came to lift men. We, His 
followers, must assist in pulling men upward. Uuless we 
forgive we cannot lift. 


Forgive As God Forgives 
That’s the answer to our topic question, “Must I 
always forgive?” God has promised through His Son to 
forgive everybody of every sin if they come to Him in 
penitence. Jesus set no limit, excepting in the case of 
him who “withstands the Holy Spirit.” 


Christ has taught us to be kind and compassionate. 
He has given us the power of a friendly and helpful 
attitude to all men alike. Use it! 

What is forgiveness? It is the act of restoring 
friendly relations that have been broken by wrongs done. 
implied. If your enemy will not repent of his wrong- 
Of course, penitence on the part of the wrong-doer is 
doing, you may still forgive him; but if you reserve 
forgiveness, God, your judge, cannot forgive you. 

We talk a great deal about our “pride” being hurt 
when others wrong us. We just uphold our honor, we 
say. Hence, we refuse forgiveness. Isn't it more of a 
hurt to one’s pride not to forgive? Did Jesus “lose face” 
when He forgave His murderers from the tree? Ii folks 
would pride themselves more in possessing Christ than 
they do in possessing themselves they wouldn’t carry 
hurt feelings around with them, One cannot be decent to 
himself, to his fellow-men, nor to God unless he forgives. 


The Christian Spirit 


Look for “slights” and “injuries” and “insults” and 
youll get them aplenty. The Christian says: “There is 
nothing to forgive,’ and means it. 

Most of the things that incense us are not worth 
noticing at all. A good motto is: “Leave trouble alone, 
and trouble will never trouble you.” 

Start out in the morning with the avowed purpose 
not to be slighted or hurt, but if disappointed by others, 
don’t disappoint yourself by denying your purpose. As 
soon as another offends you issue him a “card of 
forgiveness.” 


Active Forgiveness 
Forgiveness must be from the heart. Just to say “I 
forgive,” and not mean it, is hypocrisy. Here is what 
active forgiveness means: 
1. Forgiving and forgetting the wrong. 
2. Restoring the wrong-doer into the “intimacies” 
of your heart. 


3. Forgiving acording to the Divine Rule: “Until 


“seventy times seven.” : 


4. Forgiving irregardless of whether or not your 
forgiveness has been sought, or whether or not there is 
any show of penitence on the part of the person wrong- 
ing you. Jesus didn’t wait for His murderers to say that 
they were sorry before He forgave them. They never 
would have been forgiven were that a condition on Jesus’ 
part, 

Active forgiveness is the only true kind. One has 
defined forgiveness as “the scent of flowers when they 
are trampled on.” 
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The November Junior Topics 


November 1, 1936 
“ALL THAT WE HAVE IS THINE ALONE” 


(God’s Ownership in Everything) 
Psalm 50:10-12 
(By Miss Emily Herr) 


The Topic 
(The Creation Story—Genesis 1:1-2, 3—Told by Superintendent) 
In the beginning God created Heaven and Earth. 


He placed the stars, tlie 
Heavens to give us light. 


sun and the moon in the 
On the Earth, He created 
every living thing. Birds and flowers for beauty, fra- 
grance and song. Each animal for its purposes. Each tree 
and plant to bring forth fruit of its kind. He is the 
Creator and Owner. All things belong to God. 

And into this world of beauty and plenty God 
created and placed Adam and Eve. “It is yours to keep 
and dress it,’ He said. All the beauty of the earth came 
from God, “in the beginning.” Soon homes were built. 
Mothers and fathers cared for their children. And thus 
it has been ever since. Just as God began this world, God 
continues to care for it and for His children. He gives 
it all to us and we are responsible for the way in which 
we use and share these gifts from God, 

A steward is one who has been trusted with some- 
thing. Each one of us, therefore, becomes a steward, for 
God has trusted us with the care of the things of this 
world. Our food, our homes, our clothing, the love of 
our parents, the patient care of the nurse and doctor in 
time of illness, our health, our strength, our possessions, 
in fact, everything we have and use every day comes to 
us through the love of God, our Heavenly Father. 

How do we know it? Read James 1:17. Every one 
read it together. Think of it now. Every good gift comes 
from God. All that is good comes from Him. Sometimes 
our unhappiness comes as a result of our disobedience 
or carelessness and sin, but God gives us only that 
which is good. Read also what Paul said in his sermon 
to the people of Athens. Acts 17:24-28. 

And when we know that all these things come to us 
from the hand of God, what should be our response? 
Are we merely going to accept them and forget the 
One who gave them to us? Are we to remember the 
source of our gifts and then selfishly keep everything 
for ourselves? 

God forbid! May we bow our heads in gratitude 
and say, “we thank Thee, our Heavenly Father!” And 
because it is given to us as a trust we will manifest our 
love and gratitude in the proper use of these gifts. In 
rightly using them and sharing them with our fellow- 
men. We are told in God’s word: “Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto Me.” 

Let us pray with new meaning and understanding, 
acknowledging that all we have comes from God. 


For food and health and happy days, 
Accept our gratitude and praise. 
In serving others Lord may we 

Repay our debt of love to Thee. Amen. 


Expressional Activity: For your room display or as a gift for 
some other department, make a large wall poster using a long sheet 
of wrapping paper or a sheet of heavy poster paper. At the top of 
the sheet print the verse from James 1:17, ‘“‘Eyery good gift and 
every perfect gift comes from God.’ 


The children may select pictures from various magazines which 
represent God’s gifts of food, homes, parents, Church, friends, birds, 
flowers, doctor, etc., to be arranged on the poster. At the bottom 
the individual’s response to these gifts of God, “We Thank Thee, 
our Heavenly Father.” 4 


November 8, 1936 
THE CHURCH’S NEEDS 
Acts 11:27-30 
(By Miss Emily Herr) 
The Topic 

When all that we have comes from God and we are 
truly thankful for these gifts, then we try to help some 
one who is less fortunate than we. The Church is one of 
the finest channels through which the needs of the people 
of the world can be met. As Christian boys and girls 
we can make our contribution to the Church in helping 
others. 

But what are the needs of the Church and the 
places where boys and girls can help? In the Church 
we have various organizations, boards and committees. 
This began in the early days of the Christian leaders. 
Read Acts 6:1-8. 

The Apostles needed help and they appointed seven 
men to take care of some very definite work—that of 
looking after the widows, children and needy, Just so 
in our Church today; we have an organization for the 
missionary work. A Superintendent and teachers for the 
Church School work. We have services of worship when 
we bring our gifts of money to carry on the work which 
missionaries, doctors, teachers and ministers have given 
their full time to perform. 

And then a united group of Churches, called the 
United Metitheran Church ineAmenca Has itse vamos 
departments called “Boards,” which have definite needs 
and a definite work to do. What are some of these 
Boards and what do they do? 

The Board of Foreign Missions maintains schools 
and hospitals for people in India, China, Africa, Japan, 
and Argentine, South America. They teach the Word of 
God to these people who do not know the love of God 
and the Gifts of His Son, Jesus Christ. They need 
money to operate these institutions. They need to train 
native people to help those of their own race. They need 
men and women to become mussionaries to carry on 
God's work and spread His Kingdom so that people 
everywhere will believe that Jesus is God’s Son. 

The Inner Mission Board preaches to the deaf, takes 
care of orphan and aged people in homes especially for 
that purpose, helps the poor and sick and unemployed 
and conducts a school for mountain boys and girls. They 
need food and clothing for the orphan and aged, the 
poor and unemployed. They need coal and medicine for 
the comfort of the sick. They need boys and girls and 
men and women in every Church who can help the 
people right in their own community. 

The Parish and Church School Board prepares the 
text books which you use in your Church School and 
week-day Schools, and the magazine, Lutheran Boys and 
Girls, which you love to read. They need money to 
print this material and workers to promote the work. 
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The Board of Education works with the colleges 
and universities so that the young people may have 
Christian schools to attend, It tries to visit the students 
while they are away from their homes. 

The Board of American Missions helps to establish 
Mission Churches so that Lutheran people everywhere 
may have the Word of God and the Sacraments of 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. There are ministers 
who are preaching in America in fourteen different 
languages through the efforts of this Board. 

All of these Boards are saying to each of us, “come 
and help us.” Just as the call came to Paul as we read 
it in Acts 16:9. Paul heard the call and answered it by 
going to see these people and helping them. We may 
not be able to give ourselves to work for each of these 
Boards, but we can answer their call according to God’s 
Word. Read Matthew 5:42 and James 1:22. 

‘Give’ and “Do.” Give money, food, clothing. Help 
others to teach and preach and serve the poor and needy. 
Do some of the work, too, by giving your own life to 
answer these needs. Call on the sick. Take your toys to 
an orphan, Give the money you earned last week to help 
support a missionary. “Be ye doers of the Word” right 
in your own Church, among your own people and accord- 
ing to your possessions and ability. 

Does Acts 9:36 tell what kind of a helper you are? 
Dorcas was “full of good works and an almsgiver.” 

Let us sing No. 135 in our Children’s Hymnal, and 
try to make these words our very own and then with 
willing feet and hands and ready hearts, answer the 


needs of the Church. 

Expressional Activity: Another large wall poster for the room. 
Place p.cture of your own Church in the center. Under it place the 
words, “The Church needs your help.” Radiating out from the 
center use the words: ‘‘Preach,’”’ and place the picture of your 
pastor or a missionary; ‘“Teach,’’ children listening to an instructor, 
or your own Junior Luther League Group; ‘‘Serve,’’ a picture of 
distributing to the needy; ‘‘Worship,”’ the bringing of an offering. 
The verse, ‘‘Be ye doers of the Word,’ may be added. 


November 15, 1936 
HOW SHALL I GIVE? 
I Corinthians 16 :2 
(By Miss Emily Herr) 


Aim: To teach the Juniors that the smallest gift is acceptable to 
God if given with a desire to promote God’s work. 


Hymns: “The Wise May Bring Their’ Learning’—No. 140, Chil- 
dren’s Hymnal. 
“Little ‘Givers Come and Bring’—No. 215, Children’s 
Hymnal. 


Scripture: II Corinthians 9:7; I Corinthians 16:2; II Corinthians 
8:12; Philippians 4:13; Boy’s gift of food, John 6:1-14; Widow’s 
Mite, Luke 21:1-14. 

The Topic 

Leet us read a passage of Scripture found in John, 
Chapter 6, Verse 1-14, The story is so familiar to each 
one of us that we scarcely need to read it twice, but let 
us think particularly today of the little boy. 

His mother had given him a small lunch. Probably 
just eenough for himself to keep him all day as he 
followed the crowds and listened to the Great Teacher. 
Then one of the disciples takes notice of his lunch and 
tells Jesus about it. It was only enough for one. Had 
he kept it his hunger would have been satisfied perhaps, 
but the five thousand would have been turned away. 

Then Jesus accepts this small lunch of five loaves 
and two fish and with His blessing and power, enables 
it to feed a multitude and thoroughly satisfies their 
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hunger. But that is not all. Twelve basketsful were left 
over! 

Thus through our gifts, God is able to. care for His 
childrn and still does. Of course, He could do it without 
our gifts, too, but if we love Him enough we will want 
to share what we have with others. We may not be 
able to see exactly five thousand people fed with the 
offerings we bring to our Church, but we believe and have 
faith in God, that all things are possible with Him. With 
His blessing and power, millions receive food, clothing, 
and hear the Word of God preached as a result of cur 
combined gifts in answer to the needs of the Church. 

This boy gave a small gift. We do not have to wait 
until we are grown men and women to bring our gifts 
to Jesus. He can use the simplest and the smallest gift 
for great good in the building of His Kingdom. 

God wants all of us to give something. If we have 
much, it should be a larger gift. If we have little, He 
accepts our small gift. The important question is: How 
do we give what we give? 

First of all as the little boy in the story, we should 
give willingly and cheerfully.. God’s word tells us that 
in I] Corinthians 8:12 and 9:7 the boy did not have to 
give up his lunch. He wanted to. When we are ready 
and willing to help we will find some way of helping, 
no matter how great or small our gift may be. We 
should not, feel it is necessary to give food or a dress 
or a toy to another child, but rather may we cheerfully 
share what we have, for God does not want us to give 
grudgingly. 

There are times when we have very definite oppor- 
tunities to give to certain objectives or work. The boy 
was not asked to give up his lunch every day or every 
week. But there are other gifts we may make regularly. 
In fact, we are urged to make them regularly and sys- 
tematically. Read I Corinthians 16:2. A definite day and 
a specific amount, 

The definite day is the first day of the week. Sunday, 
the day we enter God’s house to worship, we are to bring 
a gift. This is usually a gift of money in accordance 
with the amount of possessions God has trusted to our 
care. Read the story of the gift of money. Luke 21:1-4. 

It is not because this woman gave a small gift that 
Jesus spoke about her, but because she gave more in 
proportion to her means and so pleased God. When 
we have little and give much of that little, it is far 
better than to have much and give but a little of it. 

God uses the smallest gift of money and urges us to 
to give it regularly, Even when we are unable to enter 
His Church for worship, God can see if we put aside our 
gift for Him regularly. Our gifts help to supply the 
needs of the Church about which we spoke last week. 

Finally. we should be ready to give our entire life 
to Jesus. We mean by this, that every day we should 
live to the Glory of God. Be ready and willing to do 
our part in our homes, at school or at play, to make life 
happier for someone. Spread cheer wherever we go. Be 
ready for any special opportunities we may have for 
doing good. God wants a life that is lived for Him. Even 
when it seems difficult to do some of the harder things 
or some time to go on an errand for mother when we 
would rather play, remember “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengtheneth me.” Philippians 4:13. 
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We are approaching a special day this month— 
Thanksgiving Day. It is an opportunity to give willingly 
and cheerfully. Perhaps you can share your dinner with 
someone, Maybe you can give money to another to 
purchase some necessities of life. But let us plan now 
how we as a group of Junior Luther Leaguers may give 
a gift to someone. Whom shall it be and what shall it 
be? (Allow children to consider this. See pamphlet, 
“Thanksgiving,” for projects, suggested on last page.) 


Expressional Activities: If time permits after the discussion of 
the project, continue the series of wall posters. At the top of the 
poster: “How Shall I Give?’’ Directly below, a picture of Jesus 
and “Jesus Said” and then on one side of the poster a picture of the 
Widow’s Mite, and under it, ‘‘Willingly.” On the other side of the 
poster a picture of ‘Feeding of the Five Thousand,” and under it, 
“Cheerfully.” The verse, “I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me,’’ may be placed at the bottom. 


November 22, 1936 
GIVING THANKS BY GIVING 


II Corinthians 9:7 
(By Miss Emily Herr) i 

Aim: By acknowledging God as the Giver of all things, we 
show our appreciation through our cheerful and ready response to 
the needs of others. 

Hymns: (This is the climax of the meetings in this month’s 
theme. If only one meeting is held during the month, this one 
should be used but the preceding material carefully reviewed by 
the Superintendent and the Juniors permitted to participate.) 

“Great God, the World is Full of Thee’—No. 146, Children’s 

Hymnal. 

“O Master of the Loving Heart’”—No. 135, Children’s Hymnal. 

“Little Givers Come and Bring’’—No. 215, Children’s Hymnal. 

“The Wise May Bring Their Learning’—No. 140, Children’s 

_ Hymnal. 

Scripture: ‘‘Feeding of the Five Thousand” (told by a Junior), 
John 6:1-14. 

Story: Jane Addams and Hull House, (by the Superintendent, 
as given in the Christian Life Course V, Part III, Page 183, 
teacher’s book). 


The Topic 
God is the giver of every good and perfect gift. If 
we were to make a list of the many things which come 
to us each day from God, it would include practically 


everything—air, sunshine, rain, birds, flowers, food, 
cattle, friends, parents, shelter, etc. There is a poem 
which expressed this thought very beautifully and 
45-4 DORAL OC aoe cae will read it for us: 


Dear Lord Jesus, I try to count 
The gifts you’ve given me; 
Sunshine, I begin with, 

And hills that face the sea; 

And little birds that sit on nests, 
And little birds that sing, 

And flowers with pretty faces, 
And bees a bumble-ing ; 

Snow that falls like feathers, 
And rain on summer trees, 

And animals to play with, 

And love in families. 

I count them and I name them— 
The gifts you’ve given me. 

What can I give, my Father, 
Except myself,—to Thee? Amen. 


Let us all sing together, “Great God, the World Is 
Full of Thee,’ which also expresses God, the Giver of 
all things. 

There is but one way in which we can express our 
thanks to God for all these gifts and that is in sharing 
these gifts and the love of God with others. “In serving 
others, Lord, may we repay our debt of love to Thee.” 

Today we have planned to bring our gifts (of food, 
clothing, toys, or whatever project was previously 
planned) in order to express our thanks to God by giving 
joy to other members of His family. Through the 
Church and its organizations, the needs of many people 
are answered. Just as Jesus went about doing good, 
healing the sick, comforting the aged and giving the 
message of God to all men, so we would pray that as 
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His helpers we might also go about doing good for 
others. 

Let us think especially about the family (or institu- 
tion) which we are helping to make Thanksgiving Day 


A lone Iomisiniee ywlll@o.4acacccanundococuceeee leads us in 
prayer: 

For friends and neighbors do we pray, 

For parents good who every day 

Show us their loving care; 

For those who lack, what we enjoy, 


For every needy girl and boy 

A blessing, Lord, prepare. 

For children far beyond the sea, 

For all who do not know of Thee, 
Hear, Lord, our humble prayer. Amen 

After singing Hymn No, 135, “O Master of the 
Loving Heart,’ let us march up to the table with our 
gifts. 

The Scripture Story is told by a Junior child. 

The Offering Hymn, “Little Givers, Come and 
Bring,” is sung after the offering has been received. 
(Be sure to indicate what the offering is to be used for.) 

The Superintendent may now tell the story of Jane 
Addams, which is followed by the hymn, ‘““The Wise 
May Bring Their Learning.” 

If we are real stewards of our King, we will appreci- 
ate and give thanks for all that we have. We will answer 
the call of the Church to meet the needs in teaching, 
preaching their service in the hospitals and mission sta- 
tions and by giving ourselves in whatever possible serv- 
ice we can render. Our time, money and earthly goods 
will be shared willingly and cheerfully, knowing that 
even the smallest gift with God’s blessing and power 
can be very useful. And most certainly we will try to 
do our best every day at home, school and play. These 
are the gifts Jesus would have us bring unto Him. 


November 29, 1936 
ALL ABOARD FOR EVERYWHERE 


(By Marguerite Schmidtman) 


Christ Comes To His Own. (Jewish Missions) 


Materials: (Order from Women’s 
Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia). 

Missionary Omnibus, a compilation of facts, stories, poems, 
games, for use in presenting the mission fields of our Church at 
home and atar.. Price, 25 cents. 

All Aboard For Everywhere: Twelve Session Plans by Mar- 
guerite Schmidtman. Used with the ‘Missionary Omnibus’? as a 
source book. Price, 15 cents. 

Pictures relating to our home mission fields. Small. 
cents. 

Leaflet: On the Street Corner. 
of pictures. 

References: All Aboard For Everywhere, page 17; Missionary 
Omnibus, pages 7 and 41; On the Street Corner. 

Preparation: Read carefully for your own inspiration, page 7 of 
the program booklet. 

Assign parts on program to several Juniors. One might be 
prepared to tell of part played by Jews in the history of our land; 
another about our Lutheran mission work. The questions suggested 
below might be distributed to be answered when called for—answers 
found in Missionary Omnibus, page 45. If any gifts are to be made 
have materials ready. If preferred, the Worship! Period may close 
the session rather than begin it. 


Missionary Society, 723 


Price, 5 


Price, 2 cents. One copy in set 


Suggested Session Plan 

Leader’s Introduction: Do you remember that we 
decided to take an imaginary trip to see the missions of 
our own country first? Today our Missionary Omnibus 
might take us into many cities of our land. Do you 
know any Jewish people? Do you know who have be- 
come Chirstians? Let us look at the New Testament and 
see how many Jews we find there who became followers 
of Christ. How many letters and books of the Testa- 
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ment were written by Jews? (Allow time for the Juniors 
to answer these questions) Do you think there are Jews 
since those days who have become Christians and have 
written books that are read by Christians? Suppose we 
ask some questions and see who can answer them. 

1. What Jewish Christian was a poet who had great 
influence in Holland? 

2. What Jewish Christian wrote a book 
placed among the best studies of the life of Christ? 

3. What Jewish Christian was the first Protestant 
bishop of Jerusalem? From what country did he come? 

4. What Jewish Christian helped to revise the Bible 


that is 


in Norway? 
5. What Jewish Christian was a bishop in Canada? 
6. What Jewish Christian translated the Bible into 
Chinese? Can you tell anything else about him? 
7. What Jewish Christian translated the 
Testament into a dialect ot India, and died as a martyr 
in Afghanistan? 
8. What Jewish Christian was the first Protestant 
missionary to go to Japanr From what country did he 


New 


come? 

9, Do you know any other Jewish Christian who 
might be added to this list? 

Discussion: Let the Juniors express themselves about 
individual Jews they may know, directing their conversa- 
tion towards the development of Christian friendliness in 
all race relationships. 

Keports: On the subject of the part played by Jews 
in the history of our land; on the work of our Church 
in Jewish missions. 

Worship 
Directed Silent Prayer: Shall we thank God 
for the blessings that have come to us trom the 

Jewish people? Let us ask Him to bless those who 

have become tollowers of Christ and help them to 

win others of their race, Let us ask God to help us 
show true Christian friendliness to Jewish girls and 
boys we meet every day. 

Continue Worship Period as found on page 7 of 
the program booklet. 

Activity Period: Work may be continued on any 
project begun at first session. ‘loys may be made for 
chilaren o1 Jewish Missions. 


(Prepared under the direction of the Light Brigade 
Department, Women’s Missionary Society) 


LITTLE LEAGUER’S PROGRAMS 


NOVEMBER 
The Child and the Heavenly Father—Thanking Him For His Gifts 


November 1—THANKS FOR HOME 
Review the stories of last month, this time adding the thought 


of thankfulness. 

Use material, pages 7-13, in “Through The Church School 
Door”’ (Bryant). If you do not have this book, you may have a 
conversational period, talking over the things in the home they like— 
what they can do to help—the things in the home to be thankful for. 

Then have prayers, giving thanks for all the blessings of home. 

Stress the thought that back of everything in the home— 
clothes, food, toys, everything—is God. He is the Giver of all. 


November 8—THANKS FOR GIFTS 


Contrast this week’s meeting with last week’s by talking about 
the extra blessings we have. 

Last week we talked about things necessary. This week let us 
talk about the special blessings we have. 

Have the children tell of special things they enjoy—beautiful 
flowers, beautiful pictures, stories—whatever they like best and have 
them give thanks for their special blessings—toys, special trips 
baby brother or sister, some special treat, etc. : 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


November 15—THANKS FOR CHURCH 


Use pages 15 to 19 in “Through The Church School Door or 
tell stories about the Church, what our town would be without it, 


what it gives the children. ed ; 
Have the little ones give original prayers of thanks for the 
Church. 


Talk about the things the Church plans for the little ones—a 
pleasant room, kind teachers, beautiful pictures, stories, lessons about 


Jesus, etc. 
November 22—A THANKSGIVING PROGRAM 


Let the little ones celebrate Thanksgiving in their own group. 

Do not attempt a ‘program’’ with exercises and recitations. 

Rather let the little ones tell again the stories they have been 
hearing, have them sing other hymns they have learned and pray 
again the prayers of thanks for their blessings. ba 3 

Some other group of the Church or another group oi little 
ones may be invited to share this program. 

A Thanksgiving Poster, with a large basket cut from brown 
paper, filled with fruit of different kinds which the children have 
colored, surrounded by pictures of sharing Thanksgiving with others, 
may be made. 

November 29—THANKSGIVING ALL YEAR AROUND 


These little ones are too small to appreciate what ‘all year 
around’ means, or to plan ahead for a year, but they can understand 
what saying “thank you” all the time means, and the meeting should 
be planned around that thought. 

Before the meeting decide in your own mind what you want 
these little ones to do during the year for others and be ready to 
tell stories concerning same. 

During the meeting build up a chart. Put on it pictures to 
illustrate the different things which the Little Leaguers|) may do to 
help others. The chart may contain a Chinese child. Tell a story 
of China and have little ones plan to say ‘“‘thank you”’ at the next 
meeting by bringing an offering for our China Objective. 

Put on chart other pictures, children of other nations, a hospital, 
any work in which you wish the children to help and tell briefly a 
little story about each, telling children that some time again during 
the year they will meet: these little friends one by one and have 
chance to help them. 

Do not ask for help for more than one purpose at this time. 
It confuses the small child. Ask for China contributions at the next 
meeting and as opportunity affords bring the chart before the group 
at intervals. Re-tell the story and ask for an offering for another 
one of the causes. 

Expressional Activity: Delivery of gifts to destinations. 
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“*Our Latch-string Is On The Outside’’ 
MESSIAH LUTHERAN “The Friendly Church? 


Sixteenth and Jefferson Street: 
Philadelphia, Pa. pres 


‘*Always Filled With Youth’’ 


SERVICES 
10:00 A. M. 11:00.A. M. 
405) Pia Me 7:30 P. M 


Hundreds Fill the Auditorium 
Every Thursday Night, 7:45 
BROADCASTS—WDAS 


Dr. Ross Stover 
Every Sunday Morning at 11:00 A. M. 
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THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE | | NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Trains Young Women for th 
1s Side sea “A Good College for Men and Women” 


DEACONESS CALLING Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS In the heart of “The Iodine Center of the Nation’ 


Thorough courses leading to A.B. and B.S. degrees. 


Send For Literature and Particulars Able faculty, adequate equipment, home-like atmosphere, 


THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE well-balanced program of student activities, healthful climate. 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL Vv Moderate E 
Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. ae a are eee 


For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


Muhlenberg College Gettysburg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. FOUNDED 1832 

A standard college of the highest grade enrolled with Oldest Lutheran College in America 
the Association of American Universities. A strong, scholarly 
faculty. Outstanding courses in the Bible. Superior classical, Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
Scientific and plulosophical courses. New equipment. New of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
Science building and library. The College with a representa- the building of character as the fundamental 
tive Lutheran chapel. thing in modern education. 

An academic department of the highest grade admitting 
to all institutions. Located in the midst of the world 


£ ttlefiel tt 
Send for catalogue and write for information to amous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


Harry A. Benfer - - - - - - - ~~ Registrar For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
John A. W. Haas, D.D., LL.D. age - President HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality In the Heart of Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 


Roanoke College 


FOUNDED 1853 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 


A LUTHERAN COLLEGE FOR MEN 
FULLY ACCREDITED 


B.A, and B.S, Degrees Pre-Professional Courses 
Superior Standards Unusual Cosmopolitanism 


A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write either 


Emily E, Swettman, George F. Dunkelberger, Ph.D., 
Registrar Dean 


Mountainous Location In Historic Virginia 


Attractive Illustrated Booklet Sent Upon Request 


TO INSURE THE FUTURE HavecVoullarclicdtAsta 
r 
OF THE SENIOR LEAGUE CGoitinctiie Member 


ORGANIZE of the 
Sustaining Membership Fund 


J UNIOR for the year 1936 


9 to 12 Years 
Every Local Leaguer should hold a Contributing 


INTERMEDIATE oe ee 


12 to 16 Years 


LUTHER LEAGUES 


For Complete Information, Write to Send All Funds to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
1228-1234 Spruce Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Austin W. Howard, Chairman 


MUHLENBERG BUILDING 
1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Cather Leas ue Emblem 2 
Che Cards 


UR Parchment Folders, in ten conservative (three 
& religious) designs, all with the Luther League Em- 

blem in full colors, proved very popular last year 

and were admired by thousands of Luther Leaguers 
everywhere. The folders are of the best quality, lithographed 
(ten designs) in five colors, long folded. The sentiment in>- 
nearly every folder is finely engraved. Envelopes are fancy 
tissue lined. The Luther League Emblem is printed in full 
colors, making a very attractive greeting for Christmas Day. 


Because our sales have passed all expectations, which 
permitted a lower manufacturing cost, we are offering 
the folders, guaranteed, at a very special price 


30 Cards, attractively boxed” - - $1.00 Postpaid 
100 Cards, assorted, not boxed - = $3.00 Postpaid 


Unless Remittance accompanies order, shipment will be made C. O. D. AG , ener | 
with all postal charges added. TSS 
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Religious Cssortment—=Number Two 


We have available a different assortment of RELIGIOUS CARDS, with 
The Luther League Emblem in single color, properly placed. 


15 Cards, attractively boxed - - $1.00 Postpaid 


A special offer is given to Pastors and Churches who will 
use the Parchment Christmas Cards in quantities, without the 
Luther League Emblem. Write for complete information. 


l, { : if Everything in Luther League Supplies 
ra qf € ut er Press 429-437 Herr Street 
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Harrisburg, Pa. 
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